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Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom 
and knowledge of God! How unsearchable 
are his judgements and how inscrutable his 
ways!

“For who has known the mind of the Lord, 
or who has been his counselor?”

“Or who has given a gift to him that he 
might be repaid?”

Rom. 11:33-35

VATICAN: Church teach-
ing on giving priority to 
the well-being of the poor 

and the marginalised is not a po-
litical or ideological choice; it lies 
at the very heart of the Gospel, 
Pope Francis said.

The preferential option for the poor, 
which includes feeding the hungry and 
drawing close to the excluded, “is the key 
criterion of Christian authenticity,” he said 
Aug 19 during his weekly general audience.

The principle would also include making 
sure that any vaccine developed for the nov-
el coronavirus helps everyone, he added.

“It would be sad,” he said, if priority for 
a vaccine “were to be given to the richest. It 
would be sad if this vaccine were to become 
the property of this nation or another, rather 
than universal and for all.”

During his audience, livestreamed from 
the library of the Apostolic Palace, Francis 
continued a series of talks on the principles 
of the Church’s social doctrine as a guide 
for healing and building a better future, par-
ticularly as the world is struggling with a 
pandemic and its negative effects.

In fact, he said, a proper response to the 
pandemic is twofold:

“On the one hand, it is essential to find a 
cure for this small but terrible virus which 
has brought the whole world to its knees. 
On the other, we must also cure a larger 

virus, that of social injustice, inequality of 
opportunity, marginalisation and the lack of 
protection for the weakest.”

“It would be a scandal if all of the eco-
nomic assistance we are observing — most 
of it with public money — were to focus 
on rescuing those industries that do not con-
tribute to the inclusion of the excluded, the 
promotion of the least, the common good or 
the care of creation,” the Pope said.

These are the four criteria that should be 
used “for choosing which industries should 
be helped: those which contribute to the in-
clusion of the excluded, to the promotion of 
the least, to the common good and the care 
of creation.”

Francis said the COVID-19 pandemic 
“has exposed the plight of the poor and the 
great inequality that reigns in the world” 
and it has made those inequalities and dis-
crimination even worse.

One of the responses that must not be 
missing is the preferential option for the 
poor, he said.

This key element of the Church’s social 
teaching “is not a political option, nor is it 
an ideological option,” he said; it is “at the 
centre of the Gospel.”

Jesus “stood among the sick, the poor, 
the excluded, showing them God’s merciful 
love,” he said.

The preferential option for the poor is a 
duty for all Christians and communities, he 
said, and it means doing more than just pro-
viding needed assistance; it requires rem-

edying the root causes and problems that 
lead to the need for aid.

“Many people want to return to normal-
ity” and get back to business, the Pope said, 
but this “normality” must not entail ongoing 
social injustice and the degradation of the 
environment.

“The pandemic is a crisis, and we do not 
emerge from a crisis the same as before: ei-
ther we come out of it better or we come out 
of it worse,” he said. “We must come out of 
it better” and build something different.

The world needs an economy and rem-
edies that do not “poison society, such as 
profits not linked to the creation of digni-
fied jobs,” but rather, profits that benefit the 
general public.

“We must act now to heal the epidemics 
caused by small, invisible viruses and to 
heal those caused by the great and visible 
social injustices,” he said.

By “starting from the love of God, plac-
ing the peripheries at the centre and the last 
in first place,” he said, “a healthier world 
will be possible.”

Recovering from the pandemic will re-
quire action rooted in tangible love, “an-
chored in hope and founded in faith,” he 
said, “otherwise, we will come out of the 
crisis worse.”

The Pope concluded by praying, “May 
the Lord help us and give us the strength 
to come out of it better, responding to the 
needs of today’s world.” — By Carol 
Glatz, CNS

BEIRUT: The new year of Hegira that began 
August 19 seems as difficult as the Year Domini 
2020. The Land of Cedars is again paralysed due 
to the rapid spread of new cases of COVID 19: 
in the space of a day, there were 589 new infec-
tions and two deaths.

In a country that has 6 million inhabitants, 
the total number of infected has risen to 10347. 
Since 4 August — the date of the port explosions 
— 3500 new cases have been registered.

The virus has found fertile ground thanks to 
political turmoil, demonstrations and clashes, 
and then by parties and crowds on the beaches to 
distract the people from the Lebanese hell. 

Then came the explosions, the resignation of 
the government, the demonstrations oblivious to 
social distancing.

The country continues to sink under a four-
fold crises, now defined as “The four causes of 
the collapse of Lebanon”: the unprecedented 
economic crisis; the COVID-19 crisis; the crisis 
caused by the explosions and the endless politi-
cal crisis with the resignation of the government.

Between Aug 14 and Sept 7, the country will 
once again be under total confinement with the 
closure of all offices and businesses, with the ex-
ception of supermarkets, greengrocers, butchers, 
bakeries and pharmacies. Public transport has 
been stopped, religious and social celebrations, 
public pools and baths prohibited and a ban has 
been issued on going to beaches.

Tripoli mayor Riad Yamak, mayor of one 
of the poorest cities in the country, says: “This 
time it will be difficult to enforce the directives. 

People are hungry and day labourers cannot be 
forced to stay at home without assistance. But 
the municipality does not have the means to do 
so”.

Bashar Khodr, governor of the province of 
Baalbek and Hermel, is of the same opinion 
and he ordered the municipalities to organise 
the markets themselves, managing the arrival of 
wholesale goods and distribution to shopkeep-
ers, according to the precautions indicated by the 
Ministry for Health. Public office staff will work 
part-time in two shifts, with 50 per cent of staff 
at a time.

The fine of 50,000 lire (about 6 US dollars) for 
those who do not wear masks in public has been 
in effect in Lebanon for over three months, but 
many prefer to buy bread, which costs as much 

as a cheap mask.
The necessary confinement risks worsening 

the dire financial situation of the country, with 
people now beyond the limits of endurance and 
economic deprivation.

Lebanese hospitals, four of which were seri-
ously damaged after the explosions, are now 
unable to guarantee treatment and respirators for 
the large number of patients.

According to a UN study published by the 
Economic and Social Commission for Western 
Asia (ESCWA), over 55 per cent of the Leba-
nese population now lives below the poverty 
line (last year it was 28 per cent). Compared to 
last year, the rate of people threatened with ex-
treme poverty has multiplied by three, from 8 to 
23 per cent. — By Pierre Balanian, AsiaNews

Fifty-five per cent of Lebanese are now below the poverty line

Making the poor a 
priority isn’t political, 
it’s the Gospel

Pope Francis leads his general audience 
in the library of the Apostolic Palace at 
the Vatican Aug 19, 2020. The Pope said 
that the Church’s preferential option 
for the poor includes making sure any 
vaccine developed for COVID-19 helps 
everyone. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)



Something happened over the last few 
years which has slipped largely unno-
ticed.

The total fertility rate for the country has 
dipped below 2.1 and now stands at 1.8.

What this means is that each woman in 
Malaysia is now likely to have an average of 
1.8 children in her lifetime, going by current 
trends.

That is less than the 2.1 children required 
to replace the population (replacement level 
fertility).

It is a far cry from the situation in the 
1970s, when the birth rate in Malaysia was 
about four children per couple.

Malaysia is not alone in this. Countries 
across the world are experiencing plunging 
fertility rates.

According to one projection, global popu-
lation is expected to rise from the current 7.9 
billion to peak in 2040-2060 at less than 10 
billion before falling to six to nine billion by 
2100.

For Malaysia, the population could rise 
from 33 million in 2020 to peak at around 
40-45 million in 2060-2070 before dipping 
to 35-41 million by 2100. (That’s only about 
half the population of 70 million that was 
once targeted.)

But in places like Penang, the plunge 
in fertility rate has been even more pro-
nounced, with the current rate now standing 
at 1.3. That is almost reaching the level of 

Singapore, where the total fertility rate last 
year stood at 1.1.

What all this means is that we are rapidly 
heading towards an ageing society, and this 
will have far-reaching implications for soci-
ety. Who will care for the elderly in years to 
come?

All this is a far cry from the alarming sce-
nario of the Rev Thomas Robert Malthus, 
who wrote An Essay on the Principle of 
Population in 1798, predicting a grim sce-
nario. He believed global population would 
grow at a rate faster than the growth in food 
supply and other resources, creating misery 
for the world.

There are several possible reasons for the 
fall in fertility rate, apart from the obvious 
ones, such as: higher education levels, wider 
career options for women and more family 
planning, whether natural or otherwise.

One key factor could be the impact of 
neoliberalism on families. In many house-
holds, both parents have to work long hours 
and this limits the ability of families to have 
more children.

The concentration of wealth in the hands 
of a few and the squeezing of labour for more 
profits leaves many workers with incomes 
that are barely sufficient to raise a family.

That’s not all. With Big Capital looking 
for fast profits, speculation has intensified in 
property development, pushing up the prices 
of homes for many families.

The huge amounts that people have to 
pay to buy new apartments and houses eats 
into their savings and household budgets for 
food. This leaves very little extra for savings 
for children’s higher education and health-
care emergencies.

It wasn’t always like this. In the past, many 
relied on public education and the virtually 
free healthcare provided by the government. 
But as neoliberal policies crept in, budgets 
for public healthcare and education were 
curbed while the expensive private options 
expanded. Even food prices have soared 
over the years.

So it is not surprising that many couples 
are opting for few children, given their rela-
tively flat real income and limited budgets.

The plus side is that the shrinking birth 
rates may just afford the planet a lifeline – it 
could curb the projected rise in carbon emis-
sions that worsen climate change. That could 
be a hidden blessing.

However, much would depend on whether 
we are still fixated on maximising gross do-
mestic product or ‘economic growth’ with-
out looking at how that growth is distributed.

With the population now not expected to 
grow – some countries like Japan may even 
find their population being halved by 2100 
– there is no reason to push for unlimited 
growth.

The falling birth rates should also make us 
rethink our economic planning. For instance, 
do we really need to reclaim so much land 
from the sea? Do we really need to build so 
many high-density high-rise apartments that 
are beyond the reach of the local people? Do 
we really need to plan infrastructure to ac-
commodate more people than we are likely 
to have?

Even in our churches, we should think 
carefully before embarking on large-scale 
building projects, given the smaller growth 
in population expected.

All said, the falling birth rates could be 
a blessing in disguise, given ecological de-
struction taking place and climate change. 
But much would depend on whether we 
can ditch the fixation with unlimited GDP 
growth and simply live more sustainably.

1.8 … This changes 
everything
Sunday Observer

By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom 
and knowledge of God!

How inscrutable are his judgments and 
how unsearchable his ways!

For from him, through him and for him 
are all things. To him be glory forever. 
Amen.

 This is from today’s second reading, 
Romans 11.  God knows what he is doing, 
even if his reasoning is beyond our under-
standing.  Today’s Gospel reading gives us 
a clear example of the inscrutable judge-
ment of God. In today’s Gospel, Jesus 
gives the keys of the Kingdom to Peter. 

As you know, the name Peter comes 
from the Greek word, Petra, meaning 
rock.  Jesus named Simon, “Peter”, the 
rock upon which the Church would be 
built.  Authority in the Church was en-
trusted to Peter: “whatever you declare 
bound on earth will be bound in heaven, 
whatever you declare loosed on earth will 
be loosed in heaven.”

The Lord could have found many differ-
ent ways of establishing His Church. He 
could have entrusted it to the angels. He 
could have worked out a Church of some 
sort of direct inspiration where every 
move on earth was exactly dictated from 
heaven. Instead, the Lord put the Church 
in the hands of people of faith. Good peo-
ple, like Peter, but still people with all 
the limitations of being human. As with 
all human beings, sometimes the human-
ity of individuals got in the way of their 
divine charge.  Peter tried to keep Christ 
from going to Jerusalem and was called 

“Satan” for he was doing the work of the 
devil.  After boasting that he would never 
deny the Lord, he did in fact deny him 
three times. Peter was a good man, a man 
of faith, but sometimes his vision became 
clouded. He was a man who walked on 
water to the Lord, but then started think-
ing about what he was doing and started 
to drown. That was very much the story 
of his failings. He often started out well 
but then let his humanity affect his ac-
tions.  For example, after Pentecost when 
the Church was in its first days, Peter re-
alised that Jewish Christians and Gentile 
Christians were equal. Yet at Antioch, he 
ignored the Gentiles in favour of the Jews, 
for which he was berated by Paul. Peter 
was a holy man, but still, a man, and as a 
man he made human mistakes.

On the positive side, Peter was a man 
who grew in his faith.  He was a deter-
mined fisher of men. He accepted the ob-
ligations and responsibilities of leadership 
over the other Apostles, many of whom 
were far better educated than he was. 
Think about Paul, who was educated at 
the feet of the great teacher Gamaliel. Yet 
Paul laid his teaching out before Peter to 
be sure he was proclaiming Christ prop-
erly. Peter’s authority was given to Him 
by the Lord and confirmed by the action 
of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost and through 
the remainder of Peter’s life.  Peter may 
have denied Jesus before Pentecost, but af-
ter Pentecost, he embraced suffering since 
that was what the Gospel entailed. Peter, 
this man of Galilee, whose longest trip had 

been to Jerusalem, travelled all the way to 
Rome. This man, who fled the crucifixion 
of Jesus, accepted his own crucifixion ask-
ing to be crucified head down because he 
didn’t deserve to die as the Lord died.

When we consider the human failings of 
all the popes who followed Peter, includ-
ing those who would be canonised saints, 
we have to recognise the hand of the 
Holy Spirit in the very life of the Church. 
Christ gave His authority to the rock, even 
though some of those who exercised this 
authority let their humanity get in the way 
of their responsibility. Still, because we 
do have a concrete authority, rock-solid, 
we know who we are when we say we are 
Catholic. We know the fundamental be-
liefs of our faith and the basic dictates of 
our morals. We are so firm in our faith that 
even if those in authority should give us a 
poor example of living the faith, as some 
of the popes of the distant past did, we still 
maintain our Christianity. The Church still 
flourishes. Why? Because the Church is 
far more than individuals. It is the Body of 
Christ guided by the Holy Spirit.

Human frailty is not more powerful than 
Divine Grace. When I think of some of 
the ways in which I, as an ordained leader 
have let my humanity get in the way of 
my responsibility, and yet still witness the 
wonderful ways the Lord uses me for oth-
ers, I  realise that God’s power is far great-
er than my own limitations. After forty-

three years as a priest, I am still shocked 
at the way the Lord uses me despite my 
continual human failings.

I am sure that there are situations in 
your own lives that you feel the same way.  
I am sure that you recognise the Lord’s 
presence in your decisions despite your 
own human failings. Many parents fear 
that they are acting like hypocrites when 
they do everything they can to prevent 
their children from engaging in actions 
that those parents themselves had done. 
But really, they are not hypocrites.  They 
are concerned parents who want to protect 
their children from repeating their mis-
takes.

We, the confirmed, are entrusted with 
the responsibility of leading others to the 
Lord. We recognise that we do not do this 
alone.  We realise that we must allow the 
hand of the Lord to work his wonders 
through us. 

Today’s gospel reading, “You are Pe-
ter, and upon this rock I will build my 
Church” leads us to make an act of faith in 
the Lord who uses human beings, you and 
me, to proclaim his wonders. — By Msgr 
Joseph A  Pellegrino

21st Sunday of Ordinary Time
Readings: Isaiah 22:19-23;

Romans 11:33-36;
Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time: 
Our very human Church
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Rosary and prayer during pandemic, 
peace and stability in Sabah and Malaysia

To all Catholics in the Archdiocese of Kota 
Kinabalu

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

“You should be awake, and praying not to be 
put to the test' The spirit is willing, but the 
flesh is weak.” (Mat 26:41)

These are words of the Lord himself to his 
three most beloved disciples, on the night he 
was betrayed, when his soul was most trou-
bled as he prepared himself to enter into his 
passion for our salvation.

The whole world has been devastated and 

re-set by the COVID-l9 pandemic. In our be-
loved state of Sabah, and our nation Malaysia, 
many people of good will, already distressed 
by the pandemic, are further troubled by the 
political upheaval and turmoil of the last 
months. They are confused, even scandalised 
by the extreme and polarised ways politicians 
have grabbed power; many are tempted to 
lose hope for a decent Malaysian future.

We need to pray. Pray for ourselves, our 
fellow countrymen and women, and our poli-
ticians. 

To help us pray daily, individually, or 
together in the family, we have proposed 

a simple set of prayers around the rosary 
(https://www.catholicadkk.org/wp-content/
uploads/2020/08/Prayer-Guide_Mysteries-
of-the-Rosary.pdf). We must pray it for as 
long as we need it. 

Remember, we always pray in the name of 
Jesus, in communion with all the angels and 
saints, and above all in the company of Mary, 
the Mother of the Church.
Yours prayerfully,

Archbishop John Wong
August 17, 2020

Diocese of 
Malacca Johore

Diocese of Penang

Welcome to F12 MJD NEWS UPDATES 
#3, the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you. If you’re watching this for the 
first time I would like to invite you to 
Like our Facebook page and Subscribe 
to our Youtube channel so you don’t miss 
out on any of our latest videos.

1. We begin this programme with a re-
flection on Staying Anchored During 
Difficult Times. One person said: I have 
no expectations, other than that the Lord 
is faithful and is at work. 

Another commented: Immersing my-
self in nature, art or music, unleashed 
peace, unveiled wonder and anchored 
me in truth, goodness and love. 

A third shared: I felt overwhelmed, sad, 
afraid and alone. I found strength when I 
named what was happening to me, and 
brought it to Jesus in the Eucharist. 

To stay anchored depends on choices- 
right or wrong, our choices matter. It is 
like a pebble that causes ripples in a pool. 
Our choices are determined by the truth 
or wrong truth or relative truth. Wrong 
truths means life goes wrong, with no 

purpose, filling our lives with anxiety, 
depression and distraction. Many feel 
empty, wounded, fearful, insecure, used, 
let down and disillusioned. 

To stay anchored, everything matters. 
It is being intentional. It means subscrib-
ing to the whole truth that God loves you, 
that you are created with a destiny and  
a personal roadmap. It is saying YES to 
JESUS THE TRUTH, to that destiny, to 
that great REALITY, saying YES to oth-
ers. To the mission of love and to the im-
pact we have on each other. STAY AN-
CHORED IN THE TRUTH AND WE 
WILL STAY STRONG. 

2. Some Announcements for the 
Week: 
2.1 The Mass of the Feast of Assump-
tion of Our Lady will be live-streamed 
from the Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes. 
Majodi Centre on the 15th of August at 
8.00am.
2.2 All parishes, chapels and mass cen-
tres of the MJ Diocese will officially be-
gin their Masses on August 15, with the 
Feast of the Assumption. 

2.3 MJD, together with the Institute of 
Formation Fondacio Asia (IFFAsia), 
have initiated an institute for young 
people, from the ages of 21-39, called 
“Mission Community School” (MSC) 
or school for vocational discernment. 
We began in 2018, and we have finished 
with the third batch. It is an opportunity 
to discover your call and mission. Con-
tact your parish priest or MCS at Majodi 
Centre for more information. The next 
intake will be in February 2021. 
2.4 August 31 is our Hari Kebangsaan. 
Merdeka sounds hollow because we are 
not free from racism, fanaticism, nepo-
tism or favouritism. We have leaders 
who do not respect the Constitution, the 
Rukunegara or the Rule of Law. They di-
vide and rule. The nation is so divided, 
so disillusioned. Is there a reason to cel-
ebrate? Pray for the leaders, for the suf-
fering and for God’s justice to prevail.

Bishop Bernard Paul
Aug 14, 2020

Click here to watch the video

MJD News Update #3

MJD News Update #4

https://www.facebook.com/mjdiocese
http://youtube.com/user/malaccajohorediocese

For more news and announcements from 
Malacca Johore Diocese, go to:

PKK/CHN/2020/08/011      August 17, 2020

1.0 Appointments and Transfers
His Lordship, Rt Reverend Sebastian Francis, 
D.D., has appointed the following priests: -

1.1) Rev Fr Michael Raymond, OFM Cap 
as Parish Priest of Church of Divine Mer-
cy, Sg Ara, with effect October 1, 2020.
1.2) Rev Fr Francis Anthony as Retired 
Priest in Residence at the Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit with effect August 20, 2020.

2.0 Diaconate Ordination
2.1) Diocesan seminarian Konstend Gnanapra-
gasam, will be ordained as deacon on August 
18,  2020, at the Minor Basilica of St Anne, 
Bukit Mertajam. He has been assigned to the 
Church of Our Lady of Lourdes, Silibin, Ipoh.

3.0 Priest on Study Leave
Rev Fr Martin Arlando, the current Parish 
Priest of the Church of Divine Mercy, Sg Ara, 
will be on study leave effective October 1, 
2020.

Rev Fr Victor Louis
Chancellor
Diocese of Penang

Welcome to F12 MJD NEWS UPDATES #4. 
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you.  
A. In these times of trial, what makes our 
heart sing? 

A singing that flows from within a song that 
fills us with a sense of peace and quiet.... its 
words communicate a personal message...it 
moves us to whistle or sing along, filling the 
air with cheer. This happens: 

A.1. When we remember who we are and 
what we are made for; 

A.2. When we remember that our hearts 
are made for freedom, glory, peace and life, 
which come from a relationship with a Living 
God, the source of all life and love; 

A.3. When we rest in Him and learn from 
Him, focussing on God’s presence, not solely 
on the crisis at hand; 

A.4. When we seek true leisure, which 
means taking time to do things that connect 
us with the Good, the True and the Beautiful...

with things like true art, music, literature and 
nature. 

What happens when we open a space for 
God or to true leisure is that our heart awakes 
to the triumph of Jesus’ Resurrection....re-
members our identity, our purpose and God’s 
personal love for us. It involves 3Ls, connect-
ing with the 3Ls: first L: Lean On Him and 
Rest; second L: Learn From Him and His 
Ways; third L: Leisure in His Creation and 
your heart will sing in all situations. 

B. Some Announcements and updates: 
B.1. MJD has contributed RM 50,000 to the 

Lebanon Disaster Fund, which will be chan-
neled through the Good Shepherd Sisters. 

B.2. The Season of Creation and the 
five-year Malaysia-wide Campaign Pro-
tect Our Earth, Protect Our Children will 
begin on September 1, 2020. The first year 
will focus on Use Less Electricity. For 
more info, contact the CJ Ministries, the 

parishes and webpages. 
B.3. For those 21-39 years of age, if you 

are searching for your life path and wonder-
ing where you are going, COME AND JOIN 
the Mission Community School  (the school 
of vocational discernment), a project of MJD-
IFFA (Fondacio) at Majodi Centre, Contact 
your PPs or MCS. 

B.4. MJD is preparing for her golden ju-
bilee celebration or the road to MJD 50 in 
2022 or 2023. A time to recall our history and 
stories; a time to appreciate the pioneers and 
their missionary works; and a time to respond 
anew to the signs of the times. On Dec 3, 
2019, we began with the launch on St Paul’s 
Hill, at the burial site of St Francis Xavier. 

C. There are new developments in the air 
C.1. The Congregation for Clergy has pub-

lished for the world’s parishes an instruction 
on pastoral conversion which states that the 
parish community is in the service of evange-

lising Mission of the church. 
C.2. The Episcopal Regional Liturgy Com-

mission (ERLC) announced that the Liturgi-
cal procession to focus on oblatio, sacrificial 
offering ie bread, wine and charitable collec-
tion only. So signing off with these words: 
stay safe, keep safe. 

Thank you for watching. Stay tuned for 
more news and announcements next week 
and don’t forget to Like and Subscribe to our 
Malacca Johore Diocese Facebook page and 
Youtube channel. Have a great week ahead. 
Stay connected in the Spirit of Communion. 
May His blessings be upon you and your 
family. Let us together continue building His 
Kingdom. God bless you. 

Bishop Bernard Paul
Aug 21, 2020

Click here to watch the video

Diocese of Malacca Johore

archDiocese of Kota Kinabalu

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xvn0JT1qCqo&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mAztZZgUKgY
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Elect of  City Parish welcomed 
into the family of  faith

PETALING JAYA: Enid Marks 
Martinez turned 100 years on Au-
gust 16, 2020. That is a long time 
to experience life, to learn lessons,  
gain wisdom and to pass it on.

Enid was orphaned at seven, to-
gether with her two younger sib-
lings Joan and Mary.

They were placed in an orphan-
age, then lived with a relative in 
Kuala Lumpur and were later 
“adopted” by the nuns of the Holy 
Infant Jesus (IJ nuns) who educated 
them until they left to live as adults.

During World War II, because 
she had a British father, Enid was 
hidden by the nuns at the convent 
in Balik Pulau, Penang where she 
lived on the upper floors for more 
than two years without seeing much 
sunlight. Her siblings fared worse: 
they were interred in a concentra-
tion camp.

What follows were lesson learnt 
from her long experiences of life.

First lesson: Not all enemies are 
bad or wicked. There are good ones 
among the worst of us. Have com-
passion.

Amid the dreadful stories of suf-

fering during the Japanese Occupa-
tion, she also spoke about a Japa-
nese officer who would demand to 
be let into the chapel at the convent.

Although terrified that he would 
desecrate the place, the nuns let him 
in, only to see him kneeling before 
the altar and praying, sometimes in 
tears.

Second lesson: An education is 
paramount, as is a woman’s inde-

pendence. “You will always stand 
on your own feet and be independ-
ent and you do that through educa-
tion.” 

There were few schools for fe-
male children in the 50s in most 
smaller towns. Most were only for 
males or were co-educational.

In 1953, the IJ nuns asked her 
if she would start the Our Lady’s 
Convent primary school in Si-
tiawan. Malay parents who wanted 
an English education for their girls 
sent them to the school when it 
started.

Third lesson: Service is also 
gratitude to humanity. It is incum-
bent on us to serve.

Enid, the principal then, had to 
begin the school year on land the 
nuns bought. She did this alone as 
the IJ nuns were in Ipoh. School 
was in the building that came with 
the land.

She had problems getting con-
tractors to construct school build-
ings in Sitiawan. But one day, as 
some men (contractors) saw her 
with a cangkul (hoe) clearing land, 
they came forward to help.

Our Lady’s Convent became 
government aided in 1956. Enid 
was principal, teacher, clerk and 
office-boy. It was a challenge.

Fourth lesson: “.. and this too 
will pass..” One endures, one stays 
strong and stays the course no mat-
ter the obstacles or suffering. Be-
cause bad times or suffering are 
never forever.

The convent principal built up the 
school in innovative ways. This in-
cluded taking in boys from the La 
Salle Brothers’ school across the 
road (which had no secondary sec-
tion) in 1960 and 1961 until they 
completed Form Five in the con-
vent secondary school.

Our Lady’s Convent thrived 
and used to be placed first often in 
government examinations for the 
district. When much-needed teach-
ers were posted from elsewhere in 
Perak, Enid Martinez taught her 
children to share their small house 
with them to ensure they stayed on.

Fifth lesson: GO FOR IT! Think 
outside the norm, don’t be afraid to 
try, especially if it serves a greater 
good.

In those years, as the first princi-
pal establishing the school, until her 
retirement in 1975, Enid worked 
hard to improve the school. She 
also started the first Red Cross after 
the Ipoh Chapter visited, and was 
its Dindings head.

She was a member of the Board 
of Visitors of the District Hospital 
located in Lumut. She and her hus-
band were what was then known as 
“Returning Officers” in Sitiawan 
during national elections and she 
got involved in many out-reach or-
ganisations.

Sixth lesson: When demanding 
good manners have respect for all, 
“Money is not the same as having 
‘class’, or being respectable.” 

Again, serving others was a prior-
ity. And service, caring and sharing 
were paramount. 

She is now very frail – well, 
100 years have taken their toll. 
She coped with slowly losing her 
sight years ago, with such forti-
tude and patience. It has been a 
full, well-lived life. May God con-
tinue to bless her — By Dr Patricia       
Martinez 

PENANG: After a long wait, the 
Sacraments of Initiation were fi-
nally administered to the Elect of 
City Parish.

Seven members of the Elect 
were baptised, and another two 
adults received the Sacrament of 
Confirmation on August 16 at the 
Church of Our Lady of Sorrows.

It was a heart-warming sight to 
see that many of the invited guests 
consisted of non-Catholic family 
members who were attending Mass 
for the first time.

Parish priest Msgr Aloysius Tan, 
together with assistant parish priest 
Fr Francis Anthony, welcomed 
everyone back to the sanctuary 
of God after an absence of five 
months.

In his homily, Msgr Tan shared 
that the journey for this batch of 
RCIA members had been longer 
due to the Movement Control Or-
der (MCO) which halted physical 

forms of gathering, leaving them 
with only online means of learning.

“Despite that, they continued to 
persevere in their faith and walked 
together firmly until today when 
they celebrate their entry into the 

Catholic faith.”  
Msgr Tan reminded the Elect 

that their journey of faith did not 
end with Baptism and Confirma-
tion but, rather, they began a new 
journey with the grace of God.

“Now that you are followers of 
Christ, you are very much a part 
of our community and you are the 
Church! Continue living out your 
faith with confidence.” 

He then urged the Elect to be ac-

tive witnesses and living testimo-
nies for God by sharing the joy of 
experiencing Him with others.

The Celebration of Sacraments 
of Initiation then began with The 
Litany of the Saints, followed by 
the Blessing of the Baptismal Wa-
ter, Profession of Faith by the Elect 
and Renunciation of Sins.

After the Sacrament of Baptism 
was completed, the sponsors of the 
Elect assisted them in the Cloth-
ing of Baptismal Garment as they 
made the Act of Reception.

Tears of joy streamed down the 
eyes of a few of the Elect as the 
Sacrament of Confirmation was 
conferred by Msgr Tan with the 
anointing with the Oil of Chrism.

The celebration ended with the 
presentation of certificates and 
gifts to the neophytes by Msgr Tan 
and Fr Francis to the applause of 
all who were present. — By Aaron 
Lim

Life lessons from a 100-year-old Malaysian

After the baptism the newly baptised were dressed in white garments and presented with a candle lit from 
the Paschal Candle

Enid Marks Martinez. 
(Enid Marks Martinez facebook)

KUALA LUMPUR: A Zoom 
party was held on Thursday, Au-
gust 13, by PAMSPEC (Parish 
Ministry of Senior Persons Cir-
cle) members, to celebrate Par-
ish Priest Fr Joachim Tan’s 75th 
birthday. They had originally 
planned a grand lunch at the 
Marco Polo Restaurant. Howev-
er, due to the pandemic and with 
the SOP forbidding anyone over 
seventy years old from gathering 
in large crowds, they came up 
with a Zoom celebration instead.

The money for the lunch was 
used to buy a laptop, a birthday 

cake and a plate of birthday noo-
dles. These were sent to the Holy 
Rosary Church on the morning 
of the celebration. At 11.00am, 
members zoomed in for the par-
ty. After the joyous cake-cutting 
ceremony and the jubilant sing-
ing of the “Happy Birthday” 
song, each member took turns to 
say a few words to Fr Tan and to 
wish him a happy birthday.

Fr Tan then blessed all the 
members born in the month of 
August and also all PAMSPEC 
members. When they had fin-
ished exchanging greetings 

and well-wishes, the members 
prayed the Rosary together to 
give praise and thanks to God 
and to ask Mother Mary to pray 
for them.

It was a very animated cel-
ebration despite attendees being 
confined in their own homes and 
not being able to meet physical-
ly to share food together. Still, 
PAMSPEC members managed 
to bond with each other and with 
their parish priest as they “re-
joice always, pray without ceas-
ing and give thanks in all cir-
cumstances.” — By Elena Chan PAMSPEC members celebrate Fr Joachim Tan’s birthday via Zoom.

Seniors celebrate Fr Joachim Tan’s 75th birthday via Zoom
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Transitional deacon ordained in 
Bukit Mertajam, Penang

PENANG: Parishioners remained vigilant 
yet joyful as they participated in the Feast 
of the Assumption from August 14 to 15 at 
the Church of the Assumption (City Parish).

They had their body temperatures 
checked upon arrival, used the MySejahtera 
application and wore face masks as they sat 
physically apart in church to comply with 
the standard operating procedures (SOP).

An evening vigil Mass was celebrated 
in Mandarin on August 14, and a morning 
Mass was held on the actual feast of August 
15 with parish priest Msgr Aloysius Tan as 
the main preacher.

Msgr Tan shared in his homily that Mary 
took a long, tough and difficult road yet she 
remained humble and surrendered to the 
will of God.

“The Book of the Apocalypse shows us 
God’s plan for human salvation, to be in His 
glorious presence. But we need to be pre-
pared to follow His plan just as Mary did,” 
he said.

Msgr Tan urged parishioners to always be 
receptive to the invitation of God, to trust 
and live in the presence of God by drawing 
strength and inspiration from Mary.

The climax of the celebration was the 
Sunset Mass on August 15 which was cel-
ebrated by Bishop Sebastian Francis, with 
Msgr Tan and Fr Francis Anthony as con-
celebrants.

Bishop Sebastian traced the history of this 
solemnity back to the fifth century where it 
was celebrated in the Roman Empire, and St 
John of Damascus described this teaching 
as the Dormition of Mary before the term 

was changed to the Assumption.
“All this demonstrates the continuity 

of our faith when Pope Pius XII declared 
in 1950 that the Assumption of Mary into 
heaven is an infallible doctrine of the Catho-
lic Church.” 

Bishop Sebastian also highlighted the 
significance of the date August 15 in re-
membering the dedication of the Diocese of 
Pyongyang in North Korea to Our Lady of 
Fatima.

The Bishop expressed closeness between 
the Catholic communities of Penang and 
Korea as two College General martyrs sac-
rificed themselves for the faith in Korea dur-
ing the 19th century.

“When we look back at all these events 
surrounding Mary’s assumption, we speak 
about ourselves as part of the history for the 
salvation of all mankind.” 

Bishop Sebastian acknowledged the fears 
of each individual and their families as they 
struggled to cope with the challenges posed 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Remember that we are part of a larger 
community; that we will be able to rise up, 
transcend and move beyond to face all chal-
lenges together with all people of God.” 

Bishop Sebastian shared two “weapons 
of mass destruction” with the congregation, 
which is the cross and the rosary which can 
be used to banish all forms of evil and harm.

“Let the cross and the rosary be our sign 
too no matter what happens. It is not to be 
used against enemies but for peoples who 
have yet to be evangelised,” he said. – By 
Aaron Lim

BUKIT MERTAJAM: ‘Jesus replied Come’ 
from Matthew 14:29 was the theme of the 
ordination to the diaconate of seminarian 
Konstend Gnanapragasam held on August 
18 at the Minor Basilica Saint Anne, Bukit 
Mertajam.  

The Eucharistic Celebration of the ordina-
tion was presided over by Bishop of Penang, 
Rt Rev Dato’ Sebastian Francis. 

Due to the RMCO, this was celebrated 
with close family members, limited to less 
than 50 people inside the church. The cel-
ebration was live-streamed as well. 

The Rite of Ordination began after the 
Liturgy of the Word. The calling of the can-
didate was by Permanent Deacon Lazarus 
Jonathan, followed by the presentation of the 
candidate by Msgr Henry Rajoo. 

In his homily, Bishop Sebastian mentioned 
that the deacon had chosen just one word, 

which is ‘Come’. 
“This word does not belong to him but 

comes from the Lord Jesus Christ. It is an 

invitation from Him. And when you respond 
to this invitation from the Lord to Come, 
firstly, so that He can form and mould you 

into the person that He wants you to be. And 
the second reason, so that He can feed you 
and nourish you. And the third reason, you 
Go where you are sent on mission.

“You will be ordained as Deacon, not to 
be served but to become a servant. Putting 
on the identify of Christ the servant. Grow in 
your identity as a servant and minister to the 
people of God,”said Bishop Sebastian.

The rite was followed by the commitment 
to celibacy, promise of obedience and the 
litany of supplication. The deacon prostrated 
before the altar. This was followed by the 
investiture with stole and dalmatic and pres-
entation of the Book of the Gospels. It ended 
with the sign of peace. 

The liturgy of the Eucharist then followed. 
Deacon Konstend has been assigned to the 
parish of Our Lady of Lourdes, Silibin. — 
By Marlina Sara Sylvester

The Assumption of Mary is a 
historical journey of salvation

Deacon Konstend Gnanapragasam receives the Book of Gospels.

Bishop Sebastian Francis lifts the Eucharist.

PETALING JAYA: The Solemnity of the As-
sumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary honours 
the day Our Blessed Mother was assumed into 
Heaven, body and soul, giving us a glimpse of the 
eternal rest for which we pray. 

The Church of the Assumption celebrated the 
Feast of the Assumption with a novena which in-
cluded four Masses over two weekends that were 
open to the public and broadcast on its YouTube 
channel, and five weekday Masses (and Nove-
nas), without a  congregation but telecast live.

Having only 190 people in church when it is 
usually bursting at its seams during feastday cel-
ebrations was also unheard of. Some parishioners 
said it felt odd having a whole bench to them-
selves, but were grateful to be in church. The pre-
Mass registration time didn’t seem to bother most 
people as attendance was almost full.

The main theme Sent with Joy to Heal was a 
call for action, for us to be inclusive and to heal 
both psychologically and emotionally. 

Over the nine days, the celebrants preached 
on the parish’s sub-themes, which were titles be-
stowed on Mary.

Fr Andrew Stephen from Penang addressed 
Mary, Comforter of The Afflicted while HER-
ALD Editor Fr Lawrence Andrew SJ’s, theme 
was Mary, Help of Christians. Sons of the parish 
Fr Patrick Massang, CSsR, and Fr Dominic Tan 
preached on Mary, Mother Of The Church and 
Mary, Mother Undefiled, respectively. Chancel-
lor Fr Michael Chua gave an in-depth sharing on 
Mary, Mother of Divine Grace while Fr Martinian 
Lee from Melaka spoke on Mary, Mother of Hope 
and Church of the Visitation’s Fr Xavier Andrew 
touched on Mary, Queen of Families. The last day 
aptly saw AOHD Director Fr Bernard Hyacinth, 
SJ, shared on Mary, Comforter of Migrants.

Archbishop Julian Leow, was the main presider 

on the feastday with Parish Priest Fr Gregory 
Chan and Assistant Parish Priest Fr Richard An-
thonysamy SJ concelebrating.

On the theme Mary, Queen Assumed into 
Heaven, the Archbishop shared three things we 
see in Mary’s life —  that she lived a life of suffer-
ing and sorrow, a spirit of service for others, and a 
life of profound prayer.

He said, “Mary was assumed into heaven be-
cause she was sinless. She was sinless because of 
Jesus. Jesus was to be born from her womb. She 
was to carry God and therefore she had to be im-
maculate, without any stain of sin.

“Mary was conceived without sin in the womb 
of St Anna so as to receive Christ, thus the title 
Immaculate Conception.”

She was raised up body and soul for the privi-
lege of being the Mother of God, Mother of Jesus. 
Mary was taken up by God’s power, but Jesus’ 
ascension was by his own power.

He also reminded parishioners to be more 
prayerful, to reach out to the less fortunate, the mi-
grants, those living alone and the elderly.

“May this solemnity prepare us to go where Je-
sus and Mary are, in heaven, and where we too 
will, hopefully, be one day.

“Let us not lose sight of the cross and the suf-
fering we must embrace. Jesus has shown us the 
Way the Truth, and the Light. Mary continues to 
be an example, an advocate, the one who inspires 
us to serve generously and joyfully while carrying 
patiently our crosses and to pray without ceasing,” 
said Archbishop Leow.

Fr Chan thanked the Archbishop, the eight 
priests who came from far and near, his assis-
tant Fr Richard and the various ministries who 
helped make the parish feast celebration a prayer-
ful one amidst various restrictions. — By Gwen                     
Manickam

Parishioners urged to reach out to 
the poor, the migrants, the elderly

Archbishop Julian Leow giving his blessing.
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KUCHING: Although all schools in Kuch-
ing, Padawan and Samarahan districts are 
allowed to reopen starting today, SK St 
Thomas headmaster Sagat Chupong said he 
did not expect all of his 582 pupils to attend 
school today.

He told reporters on the morning of Aug 
17 that he only expected at most 90 per cent 
would attend school as there are still some 
parents who are not willing to take the risk 
and send their children to school amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“Several parents have written to the school 
informing us that they will not be sending 
their kids to school yet. They said they would 
monitor the situation first and may send their 
kids at another time when it’s safer,” he said.

SK St Thomas is utilising its hall to screen 
the body temperature of the students, with 
four stations having been set up to screen the 
pupils.

Upon their arrival at the school this morn-
ing, the pupils, who were wearing face masks 
and some even donning face shields, queued 
up in social distancing lines while waiting 
for their turn to be screened.

After that, the pupils were required to go 
to a nearby sink to wash their hands with 
anti-bacterial hand wash before proceeding 
to their classes.

Several teachers maintained a close watch 
as the pupils entered the school gate, with 
some accompanied by parents to ensure no 
overcrowding.

Sagat said the school has taken every 
measure and is following standard operat-
ing procedures set by the government to curb 
the spread of the disease such as scanning of 
body temperature of all pupils, requiring the 
pupils to practice social distancing, wearing 
of face masks at all times and washing their 
hands as often as possible.

He said the school even prepared an isola-
tion room to isolate any students who show 
any symptoms such as fever or body tem-
perature of 37.5 degrees Celsius or above, 
coughing and flu-like symptoms.

“After isolating them, we will contact their 
parents as well as the health officers. We will 

assist their parents to communicate with the 
health officers,” said Sagat.

The Sarawak Disaster Management Com-
mittee (SDMC) on July 29 announced that 
the reopening of schools in Kuching, Pad-
awan and Samarahan Districts was further 
postponed to Aug 17.

More than 200 schools in the districts were 
supposed to reopen Aug 3 but reopening had 
to be postponed due to a spike in positive 
cases in those districts in the previous week.

The reopening came after a significant de-
crease in cases the following weeks.

Meanwhile, Kuching Central Police Sta-
tion chief ASP Ahmad Abang, who is also 

SK St Thomas’s liaison officer said he was 
satisfied with the school’s measures and 
compliance with the SOP.

Nonetheless, he said schools must also 
continue to play their role in reporting any 
health complications and issues among pu-
pils and students to the Health Department 
immediately, particularly those with any 
symptoms of COVID-19.

“The school must contact the Health De-
partment immediately and inform them of 
any pupils or students showing symptoms so 
that immediate actions can be taken to pre-
vent further spread of the disease,” he said. 
–– By Nigel Edgar, Borneo Post

Parents still wary as schools reopen 
in Kuching, Padawan and Samarahan

Students lining up to get their body temperature screened. (Borneo Post  photo)

TAPAH: A  Catholic group from Kuala 
Lumpur in collaboration with the Church 
of St Mary made an outreach to  Kampung 
Batu Empoh, a small Orang Asli village in 
the outskirts of Temoh, Perak, on Aug 15. 
There are roughly 30 families or homes 
spread out in an uneven area in this vil-
lage, consisting of  some dilapidated old 
wooden houses and others that are much 
better looking built of partly brick and 
wood.

Kampung Batu Empoh Orang Asli vil-
lage head, Muyor (Joe) welcomed the 
Catholic group which arrived with John 
Bosco, president of SSVP Conference St 
Mary’s Tapah and lay leader Maria Fran-
cis, along with his NGO friend from Ta-
pah.

The mission was to reach out to 15 poor 
families, which Joe had selected before 

hand. Each family received a 16" stand 
fan, three bath towels, two school bags, 
two stationery sets and one booklet en-
titled Singa Yehuda, Kisah Yesus Kristus 
Menurut Injil Markus. 

Whilst spending some moments with the 
Orang Asli at each home volunteers en-
couraging them to deepen their knowledge 
of the Person of Jesus Christ by reading 
the booklet. A short prayer was prayed at a 
couple of the homes visited. 

The recipients were content with the 
gifts received, especially in this challeng-
ing times during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, where many of the B40 are struggling 
to make ends meet. 

Earlier, before heading to the village, 
the Catholic group met Fr Michael Dass at 
the Church of St Mary in Tapah for a brief 
visit and personal prayer.

Reaching out to the Orang Asli 

The Orang Asli family with the group.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR CATHOLIC DOCTORS 
ASSOCIATION OF MALAYSIA (CDAM) COUNCIL OF 
2020/2021 
 
The Catholic Doctors Association of Malaysia is seeking dedicated 
members who embrace the organisation’s mission, vision, and 
strategic plan to serve on the council, aiming to provide leadership 
and to serve as an ambassador and representative of CDAM. 
 
If you are passionate about our work and want to serve the 
organisation and community, please consider nominating yourself or 
your colleague for one of the following positions: 
 
I) President    II) Vice President 
III) Honorary Secretary  IV) Honorary Treasurer  
V) Committee Members (3) VI) Internal Auditors (2) 
 
Only CDAM members may apply. 
All CDAM members will receive nomination forms via e-mail. 
Nominees will be voted in during the 38th Annual General Meeting 
to be held on the 4th of October, 2020 from 3 to 4pm at Armada 
Hotel, Petaling Jaya.  
 
E-mail your nominations to us at cdam.official@gmail.com 
Deadline: 16th Sept 2020

PERSATUAN DOKTOR-DOKTOR 
KATHOLIK MALAYSIA
CATHOLIC DOCTORS ASSOCIATION 
OF MALAYSIA
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SURAKARTA: Indonesia has ap-
pointed a new head of a govern-
ment department that looks after 
the affairs of the country’s Catho-
lic community.

Religious Affairs Minister 
Fachrul Razi installed Yohanes 
Bayu Samodro, 48, as head of the 
Directorate-General for Catholic 
Community Guidance, or Bimas 
Katolik, on Aug 10.

Samodro will serve in the high-
ranking position, which had been 
left vacant since the July 2019 re-
tirement of Eusebius Binsasi, for 
the next five years.

Razi called on the new direc-
tor-general to uphold the truth. 
“Many take the wrong path. Yet 
they feel comfortable with it as 
they have allies. So be brave and 
speak up for the truth even if you 

are a lone voice.”
He also stressed the need for the 

new director-general “to serve so-
ciety and not individuals or elites 
with vested interests.”

In a statement, Samodro thanked 
the more than seven million Cath-
olics in the predominantly Muslim 
country for placing their trust in 
him.

“This is a trust to serve and to 
make Catholics an integral part of 
the Indonesian nation, as well as 
to encourage them to participate 
in developing Indonesian human 
resources,” the father of four said.

Samodro, a former head of hu-
man resources development at 
the Jakarta-based Holy Heart 
Foundation — a charity dealing 
with displaced children — said he 
will draft a catechesis programme 

based on information technology 
and change Catholics’ perception 
that religion serves as a medium 
instead of a goal.

He said he aims to build a good 
relationship between the Catholic 
Church and the government as 
“Catholics are an inseparable part 
of the development of the coun-
try.”

Vincentius Hargo Mandirahard-
jo, who heads the Jakarta-based 
Association of Indonesian Catho-
lics Intellectuals, welcomed the 
new appointment and Samodro’s 
aims.

“As Catholics, we must not 
close our eyes to progress and in-
formation technology as it affects 
all aspects of our lives,” he said. 
— By Katharina R. Lestari, 
ucanews.com 

Indonesia appoints new 
Catholic affairs chief

Yohanes Bayu Samodro (right) poses for a photo after his installation as 
head of the Religious Affairs Ministry’s Directorate-General for Catholic 
Community Guidance on Aug 10, 2020. (UCA News photo)

SEOUL: To contain a possible 
new wave of infections from 
COVID-19, the authorities yes-
terday imposed the closure of 
places of worship, including 
churches, in the metropolitan 
area of the capital. South Korea 
is considered one of the coun-
tries that has best managed the 
pandemic but in recent days, the 
cases of infection have started to 
rise again.

The National Infectious Dis-
ease Control Centre registered 
297 new coronavirus patients 
on Aug 19, bringing the total to 
16,058. With 568 infections, the 
largest centre in the spread of the 

disease is the pseudo-Christian 
sect Sarang Jeil, based in north-
ern Seoul.

On Aug 15, against the gov-
ernment’s instructions, the leader 
of the religious sect, pastor Jun 
Kwang-hoon, organised a mass 
meeting to celebrate Liberation 
Day and to criticise the execu-
tive of President Moon Jae-in. 
The rally was attended by tens of 
thousands of people.

Another sect, the Shincheonji 
Church of Jesus, was responsible 
for the first outbreak of the dis-
ease in the country, also generat-
ing the largest number of infected 
(5,200). — AsiaNews/Agencies

COVID-19: Seoul closes churches to contain a new wave of infections

BEIRUT: On Sunday Aug 16, a 
French forensic police unit arrived 
in the Lebanese capital to begin 
work on an investigation into the 
explosion. At the same time, a US 
envoy also touched down in Bei-
rut to assist with the probe into 
the Aug 4 explosion which killed 
more than 170 people and injured 
thousands.

The actual cause of the fire that 
ignited tons of ammonium nitrate 
still remains unclear.

French divers have already ex-
plored the underwater crater cre-
ated by the explosion and taken 
samples of explosives.

Meanwhile, at a section of the 
port left undamaged, workers 
were unloading wheat. Earlier in 
the week, the World Food Pro-
gramme said 17,500 metric tons 
of wheat flour and a three-month 
supply of wheat is on its way to 
Lebanon.

In a separate development, the 
United Nations launched an ap-
peal for $565 million in assistance 
for Lebanon.

The money will be used for re-

construction efforts.
Najat Rochdi, a UN humanitar-

ian coordinator for Lebanon said: 
“The task of rebuilding people’s 
lives and recovering from the dev-
astation is only just beginning.”

Even before the blast, Lebanon 
was suffering a deep economic 

crisis and struggling to tackle the 
coronavirus pandemic. The coun-
try is suffering from record unem-
ployment levels, sluggish growth 
and one of the highest debt ratios 
anywhere in the Middle East. 
— By Nathan Morley, Vatican 
News

MEXICO: In cooperation with Ar-
gentina and Mexico, pharma giant 
Astra Zeneca aims to produce 400 
million doses of vaccine to help 
Latin America defeat the corona-
virus pandemic.

The Mexican Government is 
also considering other options, 
including direct cooperation with 
the British Government. It hopes 
to bring a vaccine to the realm of 
possibility for its hard-hit popula-
tion.

The dearth of tests throughout 
Mexico aren’t showing the true ex-
tent and depth of the infection rate.

Mexican Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter, Martha Delgado, estimates that 
Astra Zeneca has the capacity to 
produce between 30 to 35 million 
vaccines per month.

She predicts two doses per per-
son will be needed to provide ef-
fective and necessary protection.

But if 200 million are needed, 
it’s going to realistically take some 
time to create blanket protection.

Trials won’t be completed until 
at least November or December, 
with perfected vaccines not being 
available until April next year.

Mexico’s reportedly underes-
timated death toll is over 57,000, 
with more than 525,000 people 
who’ve been infected.

But these tallies are expected to 
radically rise.

It currently ranks third in terms 
of death toll, behind the United 
States and Brazil. Everyone is in 
this for the long haul. — By James 
Blears, Vatican News

Mexico lays out COVID-19 
vaccine production plans

Procession marking the feastday of the Assumption of Mary in Beirut. (ANSA)

Tens of thousands of people gather to protest against the government. (Asianews photo)

Mourners carry a coffin of a 
COVID-19 victim in Mexico City  
(Vatican News/ANSA)

Investigators probe cause of Lebanon 
blast
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VATICAN A potential coronavirus 
vaccine should be made available to 
all, Pope Francis said at the general 
audience.

“It would be sad if, for the vaccine 
for COVID-19, priority were to be 
given to the richest! It would be sad 
if this vaccine were to become the 
property of this nation or that, rather 
than universal and for all,” Pope 
Francis said Aug. 19.

The Pope’s comments followed 
a warning by the head of the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) that 
some countries may hoard vaccines.

Speaking in Geneva Aug 18, 
WHO Director-General Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus appealed 
to world leaders to avoid what he 
called “vaccine nationalism.”

In his address, the Pope also said 
it would be a “scandal” if public 
money were used to bail out indus-
tries “that do not contribute to the 
inclusion of the excluded, the pro-
motion of the least, the common 
good, or the care of creation.”

He said that governments should 
only help industries that met all four 
criteria.

The Pope was speaking in the li-
brary of the Apostolic Palace, where 
he has held his general audiences 
since the coronavirus pandemic 
struck Italy in March.  

His reflection was the third instal-
ment in a new series of catechetical 

talks on Catholic social teaching, 
which he began earlier this month.

Introducing the new cycle of cat-
echesis Aug. 5, the Pope said: “In 
the coming weeks, I invite you to 
tackle together the pressing issues 
that the pandemic has highlighted, 
especially social diseases.” 

“And we will do it in the light of 
the Gospel, the theological virtues, 
and the principles of the Church’s 
social doctrine. We will explore 
together how our Catholic social 
tradition can help the human family 
heal this world that suffers from se-
rious diseases.”

In his address, Pope Francis fo-
cused on the pandemic, which 
has claimed the lives of more than 
781,000 people worldwide as of 
Aug 19, according to the Johns 
Hopkins Coronavirus Resource 
Centre. 

The Pope called for a twofold re-
sponse to the virus.

“On the one hand, it is essential to 
find a cure for this small but terrible 
virus, which has brought the whole 
world to its knees. On the other, we 
must also cure a larger virus, that of 
social injustice, inequality of oppor-
tunity, marginalisation, and the lack 
of protection for the weakest,” the 
pope said, according to an unofficial 
working translation provided by the 
Holy See press office.

“In this dual response for healing 

there is a choice that, according to 
the Gospel, cannot be lacking: the 
preferential option for the poor. And 
this is not a political option; nor is 
it an ideological option, a party op-
tion … no. The preferential option 
for the poor is at the centre of the 
Gospel. And the first to do this was 
Jesus.”

The Pope cited a passage from 
the Second Letter to the Corinthi-
ans, read out before his address, 
which said that Jesus “became poor 
although he was rich, so that by his 
poverty you might become rich” (2 
Corinthians 8:9). 

“Since He was rich, He made 
Himself poor to enrich us. He made 
Himself one of us and for this rea-
son, at the centre of the Gospel, 
there is this option, at the centre of 
Jesus’ proclamation,” the Pope said.

In a similar way, he noted, Jesus’ 
followers are known by their close-
ness to the poor. 

Referring to St John Paul II’s 
1987 encyclical Sollicitudo rei so-
cialis, he said: “Some mistakenly 
think that this preferential love for 
the poor is a task for the few, but in 
reality it is the mission of the Church 
as a whole, as St John Paul II said.”

Service of the poor should not be 
limited to material assistance, he ex-
plained. 

“Indeed it implies walking to-
gether, letting ourselves be evange-

lised by them, who know the suffer-
ing Christ well, letting ourselves be 
‘infected’ by their experience of sal-
vation, by their wisdom and by their 
creativity. Sharing with the poor 
means mutual enrichment. And, if 
there are unhealthy social structures 
that prevent them from dreaming of 
the future, we must work together to 
heal them, to change them.”

The Pope noted that many people 
were looking forward to returning to 
normality following the coronavirus 
crisis.

“Certainly, but this ‘normality’ 
should not include social injustices 
and the degradation of the environ-
ment,” he said. 

“The pandemic is a crisis, and we 
do not emerge from a crisis the same 
as before: either we come out of it 
better, or we come out of it worse. 
We must come out of it better, to 
counter social injustice and environ-
mental damage. Today we have an 

opportunity to build something dif-
ferent.” 

He urged Catholics to help build 
an “economy of the integral devel-
opment of the poor,” which he de-
fined as “an economy where people, 
and especially the poorest, are at the 
centre.”

This new kind of economy, he 
said, would avoid “remedies that in 
fact poison society,” such as the pur-
suit of profits without the creation of 
dignified jobs. 

“This type of profit is dissociated 
from the real economy, that which 
should bring benefits to the common 
people, and in addition is at times in-
different to the damage inflicted to 
our common home,” he said. 

“The preferential option for the 
poor, this ethical-social need that 
comes from God’s love, inspires us 
to conceive of and design an econo-
my where people, and especially the 
poorest, are at the centre.” — CNA

Make coronavirus vaccine 
available to all

GENEVA: During the World 
Health Organisation’s media brief-
ing on COVID-19 Aug 18, WHO 
Director-General Dr Tedros Ad-
hanom Ghebreyesus spoke about 
the logistical challenges involved 
in combatting the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

In his statement, Ghebreyesus 
noted numerous logistics failures 
in the initial response to the dis-
ease, saying “Supply nationalism 
exacerbated the pandemic and con-
tributed to the total failure of the 
global supply chain.”

This led to a serious lack of key 

supplies for dealing with the novel 
coronavirus in several nations. 
Even now, he said, “many coun-
tries still do not have enough.”

Ghebreyesus said it is imperative 
to learn from past mistakes. “While 
there is a wish amongst leaders to 
protect their own people first,” he 
said, “the response to this pandem-
ic has to be collective.”

“This is not charity,” he added. 
“We have learned the hard way 
that the fastest way to end this pan-
demic and to reopen economies is 
to start by protecting the highest 
risk populations everywhere, rather 

than the entire populations of just 
some countries.”

Ghebreyesus also insisted on the 
need “to prevent vaccine national-
ism.” After a vaccine is developed, 
he said, the WHO recommends first 
allocating vaccines proportionally 
“to all participating countries si-
multaneously, to reduce risk”; and 
then, in phase two, for considera-
tion to be given “to countries in re-
lation to threat and vulnerability.”

The WHO Director said this 
means “elite planning at the high-
est levels is needed right now to 
prepare to vaccinate and treat the 

world as new technologies come 
down the pipeline.”

He insisted, “As we accelerate 
the science, solidarity is needed to 
provide a joint solution to the pan-
demic.”

“Like an orchestra,” Ghebreye-
sus said, “we need all instruments 
to be played in harmony to create 
music that everyone enjoys.” He 
said the WHO “will work to bring 
the band together, to promote sci-
ence, solutions, and solidarity be-
cause we believe to our core that 
we do it best, when we do it togeth-
er.” — Vatican News

WHO Director: We need to prevent vaccine nationalism

COVID-19 vaccines. (The Star photo)

NEW DELHI: The first Catho-
lic medical facility in India fully 
equipped to serve COVID-19 pa-
tients has been inaugurated in Ben-
galuru in Karnataka state.

The COVID care centre at St 
John’s Medical College, which has 
48 isolation beds, a 24-bed intensive 
treatment unit (ITU) and a 24-bed in-
tensive care unit (ICU), was blessed 
and inaugurated by Archbishop Peter 
Machado of Bangalore on Aug 17.

“The Church is always at the fore-
front to help the poor and the needy, 
whether in the education or health 
fields, and it is an opportunity to give 
our selfless service to our society and 
nation,” said Archbishop Machado.

“Our hospital has taken a leading 
step to provide healthcare to people 

during these crucial times. It is a first 
in the country and I salute and thank 
people who made this possible.”

He said the medical college has 
given free treatment worth over 5 
million rupees (US$67,000) in the 
last five months in tackling pandem-
ic cases.

By the end of July, it had screened 
more than 5,000 fever patients and 
2,000 patients in the emergency de-
partment, treated more than 600 pa-
tients in the wards and taken care of 
some 500 critically ill patients in the 
ICU.

“Despite the difficult financial 
situation of the hospital, we are giv-
ing the best of COVID care facilities, 
which is unique among private hos-
pitals. It is the best thing we could 

provide during these difficult times,” 
said Fr Paul Parathazham, director 
of St John’s National Academy of 
Health Sciences.

“Our centre is located away from 
the main hospital but has connections 
to it so that non-COVID patients can 
access the outpatient department 
area, laboratory and pharmacy with-

out coming into contact with infected 
patients.

“COVID patients are stigmatised, 
ostracized and even physically at-
tacked but following the St John’s 
motto of ‘Serving the underserved,’ 
it has risen to the challenge of provid-
ing affordable healthcare to COVID 
patients.”

Fr Parathazham said that Azim 
Premji Philanthropic Initiatives sup-
ported the establishment of the ICU 
and Titan Company Ltd funded the 
48-bed isolation ward.

St John’s Medical College is a 
private medical college and hospital 
situated in Bengaluru, formerly Ban-
galore. It is part of the St John’s Na-
tional Academy of Health Sciences 
run by the Catholic Bishops’ Confer-
ence of India (CBCI).

It was established in 1963 by 
the CBCI with the aim of training 
healthcare personnel committed to 
serving the poor in the margins.

Nearly 53,000 people had lost 
their lives due to COVID-19 in India 
as of Aug. 20. — By Bijay Kumar 
Minj, ucanews.com

Indian archbishop blesses Catholic COVID-19 centre
WHO Director-General Dr Tedros 

Adhanom Ghebreyesus

St John’s Medical College in Bengaluru, Karnataka. (UCA News photo/Wikimapia)
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‘Pope-less’ economy: Castel 
Gandolfo forced to change course
ROME: Milvia Monachesi, who was 
elected mayor of Castel Gandolfo in 
2012, said “for a moment” in 2013, “I 
thought I was the luckiest mayor in the 
world: I would have two popes.”

“But now there isn’t even one,” she 
said Aug 14.

The town of close to 9,000 people is 
up in the hills about 15 miles southeast 
of Rome. It was the summer residence 
of popes from 1626 until the election 
of Pope Francis.

“When we understood that Pope 
Francis would not be coming, we felt 
orphaned and worried, because the en-
tire life of the village revolved around 
the presence of the popes” in the sum-
mertime, the mayor said.

“We all have photos with the 
popes,” said the mayor, who was born 
in Castel Gandolfo during the pontifi-
cate of St John XXIII and has lived 
there all her life.

“So, we felt orphaned in that way,” 
she said.

That first, mostly pope-less summer, 
residents — and the media — said the 
town overlooking Lake Albano would 
die economically without their special 
seasonal guest and the pilgrims he at-
tracted.

“Not only did that not happen,” 
Monachesi said, “but perhaps it gave 
us the incentive to get back into the 
game,” expanding outreach and diver-
sifying the economy to attract visitors 

and tourists for sports, the environ-
ment and the local food and wine 
scene.

“Then, the Pope gave us this enor-
mous gift — for which we must be 
very, very grateful — of opening” to 
tourists the gardens of the papal villas 
and the apostolic palace. Not only did 
tourists start coming back, but they 
came year-round rather than just from 
July through September.

However, she said, “we continue 
to hope that the Pope will decide to 
change his mind and come see us.”

Even though the apostolic palace, 

where the papal apartment is located, 
is run as a museum, it would not take 
much to make it a residence again, the 
mayor said. “If he wants, he can come 
anytime. He would not be lacking an-
ything; the place has it all.”

Andrea di Bernardini, who runs the 
souvenir shop his grandfather opened 
facing the apostolic palace on the 
town’s main square, said the mayor is 
right about the increased diversity of 
tourists and the extension of the tour-
ist season, but between Pope Francis’ 
election and the opening of the papal 
properties, there were two years of 

nothing and businesses are still suf-
fering. 

He has expanded his inventory from 
almost exclusively religious souvenirs 
to include jewellery and general sou-
venirs, but says he is still struggling.

Pope Francis’ decision to stay at the 
Vatican over the summer “was a great 
loss for Castel Gandolfo, especially 
economically; all the businesses have 
felt the absence of the Pope,” he said. 
And the coronavirus made everything 
worse.

At one of the few shops in the city 
still focused exclusively on religious 

articles, the clerk did not want to speak 
to a reporter. All she would say was, “I 
want this year to end.”

Businesses are not suffering “too 
much” from the Pope’s absence, said 
Salesian Fr Enzo Policari, pastor of St 
Thomas parish, because the tourists 
who come to visit the palace and the 
gardens come every day, all year, and 
spend time in the town. Previously, the 
town was “bursting” on summer Sun-
days from 10.00am until just after the 
midday recitation of the Angelus with 
the Pope, then everyone left.

As a teenager in 1961, he said, he 
came to Castel Gandolfo and met St 
John XXIII in the same church where 
he is now pastor. “It was Aug 15, and 
passing by, the pope shook my hand. 
I remember being so impressed by 
that handshake with John XXIII — St 
John XXIII — that I went two days 
without washing my hands!”

Obviously, he said, the townspeople 
missing having a pope around. “It’s 
very beautiful that the people remem-
ber how much they benefited from the 
presence of the pope in this building,” 
he said, pointing to the nearby palace.

“The people are very attached to the 
popes,” he said. “They feel something 
is missing, especially the elderly.”

“If one day he should come back,” 
Fr Policari said, “he will always have a 
home and citizens who will welcome 
him.” — By Cindy Wooden, CNS

The facade of the Apostolic Palace of Castel Gandolfo. (UCA News photo/Wikipedia) 
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Accountability is a necessary part but only one part of re-
sponding to a crisis. Any complete response includes four 

elements: accountability, reflection, responsibility and praise or 
blame. Not only the presence but the order between these ele-
ments is important. 

The overarching and most needed aspect of the response is 
responsibility. Leaders need to take responsibility for respond-
ing to the crisis. In this, they have a responsibility to their people 
and to their conscience, for doing so wisely and courageously.

An essential part of their responsibility is to mirror a proper 
response to the crisis. The focus, calmness, perseverance and 
patent maturity that they display in placing the needs of the 
community, and particularly its most vulnerable members, 
above their own individual and political interests will model 
the response required of people more generally. 

Political leaders must also be held accountable for their deci-
sions. 

Ordinarily, this accountability is initially exercised through 
Parliament as part of the decision making. When they face a 
national crisis, however, the need to act quickly, and restric-
tions on Parliamentary meetings may mean that accountability 
comes after the event.

 Accountability must also be accompanied by reflection, and 
is best exercised through formal enquiries focused on learning 
from both the successes and the mistakes of the way govern-
ments exercised their responsibility in the crisis. Though fo-
cused on the past, its concern is for the future.

Finally, attached to accountability is the allocation of praise 
or blame. In crises, these judgments should reflect the fact that 
decisions were necessarily taken in haste and often without 
access to relevant information that only later, if ever, became 
available.

Recent comments by politicians and media on the coronavi-
rus have moved from focusing on responsibility to accountabil-
ity in some countries, and have identified accountability with 
blame. They no longer support leaders in their responsibility to 
act on behalf of the whole of society and its most vulnerable 
members and to encourage generosity of spirit in the commu-
nity, but set out to blame them for the suffering that has accom-
panied those decisions.

When accountability is identified with blame, political lead-
ers and their supportive media are tempted to shift blame to 
their political opponents and to evade their own responsibil-
ity. When they do this, the focus of their reflection turns from 
responding to the constantly changing challenges posed by the 
coronavirus to devising plausible arguments in defence of their 
past actions. 

In this process, the responsibility required by leaders and 
people to set aside their interests for the good of the whole 
community is eroded.

The media are right to emphasise the importance of account-
ability and their role in ensuring it. That role, however, needs 
also to be set into a broader responsibility to support leaders 
and people in their responsibility to address the crisis in a way 
that places the good of the community above their own inter-
ests. 

In ensuring accountability, their primary role is to report 
what is being done, including the measures being taken, their 
impact on people directly affected by the virus and their impact 
on people affected economically and in other ways by the re-
sponse. By and large, they have done that well.

To understand the importance of insisting on the shared re-
sponsibility of political leaders, of citizens and the media, to set 
aside their own individual interests for the good of society as 
a whole. The exercise of responsibility involves a disciplined 
focus, and the stakes are high. 
— By Fr Andrew Hamilton SJ, Eureka Street

Accountability, responsibility 
and the blame game Christians proclaim Christ as 

“the Way, the Truth and the 
Life”. But how should we look 

at other religious traditions?
“What is truth?” Pilate asked Jesus 

(Jn 18:38).
Two thousand years later, the ques-

tion still resounds. But it can be fright-
ening. In a world marked by greater 
religious diversity, which associates it 
with a form of intolerance, this ques-
tion tends to be avoided.

If my religion possesses the truth, 
then those of other religions must be 
wrong.

Thus, some people categorically 
reject all dialogue and accuse those 
who engage in it of being naive on the 
grounds that consensus is elusive.

In the extreme, there is a certain kind 
of contemporary syncretism that sug-
gests all religions are equal.

But the search for the truth presup-
poses, first of all, a good dose of hu-
mility.

“To seek the truth is to seek God,” 
says Anne-Sophie Vivier-Muresan, 
theologian and deputy director of the 
Institute of Science and Theology of 
Religions (ISTR) at the Catholic Uni-
versity of Paris.

“Without being relativistic, it always 
ultimately escapes us. We must recog-
nise that even with the Resurrection 
of Christ, we have not all grasped the 
truth,” she says.

“I am the Way, the Truth and the 
Life; no one can come to the Father ex-
cept through me” (Jn 14:6), proclaims 
Christ.

For Christianity, the truth is more 
than a set of doctrines or intellectual 
knowledge. Rather, it is revealed in a 
person who is called the “one and only 
Saviour”.

In his last Christmas address to the 
Roman Curia in December 2012, Ben-
edict XVI emphasised that “we do not 
possess the truth, the truth possesses 
us. Christ, who is the truth, has taken 
us by the hand, and we know that his 
hand is holding us securely on the path 
of our quest for knowledge,” he con-
tinued.

But then, how can we think the truth 
without falling into relativism when 
several religions coexist? Is God try-
ing to tell us something through this 
pluralism?

On this point, Nostra aetate, the fa-
mous Vatican II Declaration on Non-
Christian Religions (Oct. 28, 1965), 
marked a turning point.

“The Catholic Church rejects noth-
ing that is true and holy in these reli-
gions,” it says, going so far as to rec-
ognise that they “often reflect a ray of 
that Truth which enlightens all peo-
ple”.

Sulpician Fr Henri de La Hougue, an 
expert on Islam, says this is due to the 
Holy Spirit, who is “at work also out-
side the borders of the Church”.

“Muslim friends have edified me by 
their trust in God, their devotion and 
their hospitality,” he says. “I see the 
work of the Spirit in their hearts.” 

He points to the council’s Pasto-
ral Constitution on the Church in the 
Modern World (Dec 7, 1965), Gaud-

ium et spes, which assures us that 
“Christ died for all” and tells us “we 
ought to believe that the Holy Spirit, 
in a manner known only to God offers 
to every person the possibility of being 
associated with this paschal mystery” 
(GS 22, 5). In other words, all can be 
saved.

On the other hand, God’s plan 
through the plurality of religions re-
mains a profound mystery. The Joint 
Declaration on Human Fraternity, 
which Pope Francis and the Imam of 
Al-Azhar signed in February 2019, 
opened a bold path that remains under 
discussion.

“The pluralism and the diversity of 
religions, colour, sex, race and lan-
guage are willed by God in His wis-
dom, through which He created human 
beings,” they wrote.

But truth is not found only in the 
realm of ideas.

Fr Vincent Sénéchal, Vicar General 
of the Paris Foreign Mission Society 
(MEP), experienced it during his daily 
contacts with Buddhists over the ten 
years he lived in Cambodia.

“Since we believe the truth is found 
in a person, this invites us to see Christ 
in others,” says the priest, who imme-
diately became friends with a Buddhist 
monk who came to his parish to help 
distribute food to the poor.

The French missionary says he was 
deeply impressed by the monk’s spir-
itual quest.

“I saw this ray of truth. A number of 
times I told myself that he was living 
the Gospel without knowing it,” says 
Fr Sénéchal.

In particular, he points to his Bud-
dhist friend’s thirst for justice, espe-
cially within his own pagoda; and his 
openness to non-Buddhists.

The priest acknowledges that there 
are stumbling blocks, but he says, 
“God uses many things to move us 
forward.”

Rather than trying to approach the 
truth on a doctrinal level, Vivier-Mure-
san suggests moving to another level.

Engaged in dialogue with Islam, she 
believes it is more helpful to start with 

the dialogue partner's faith and rela-
tionship with God before examining 
“the practices and doctrine that nour-
ish this relationship”.

This open-minded approach does 
not mean putting aside irreducible dif-
ferences on the status of the Qur'an 
and the Prophet Mohammed.

While Christians obviously cannot 
accept “revelation” as Muslims un-
derstand it, Vivier-Muresan says it is 
possible to recognise that Muhammad 
was animated by a “genuine spiritual 
quest”.

Fr Sénéchal says his contact with 
Buddhism helped him “refocus on 
Christ.”

Rabbi Philippe Haddad of the Co-
pernicus synagogue in Paris has had a 
similar experience.

“Teachings and words from outside 
give me the opportunity to think about 
my own faith,” he says.

Rather than a confrontation of prin-
ciples, the mutual enrichment of en-
counter — which Benedict XVI has 
called a “vital necessity” — leads us 
to part of the truth. Without falling into 
relativism, a Christian can be moved 
by the strength of another believer’s 
prayer and deepen his or her own iden-
tity.

“When we discuss the death of Jesus 
on the cross with a Muslim, we are re-
ferred to this scandal at the heart of our 
faith,” Fr de La Hougue says.

“We must always remember that 
interreligious dialogue is a dialogue 
between believers, not between reli-
gions,” recalled the late Cardinal Jean-
Louis Tauran (d. 2018) in an interview 
with La Croix for the 50th anniversary 
of Nostra aetate.

For those in search of truth, the 
teaching of the former President of the 
Pontifical Council for Interreligious 
Dialogue remains precious:

“We Catholics have the truth, but 
we need to live by it every day,” he 
explained. “Interreligious dialogue 
is a companionship: we are all pil-
grims on the way to the truth.” — By                
Arnaud Bevilacqua, LCI (https:                     
//international.la-croix.com/

Every religion 
has its truth?

Grand Imam Ahmed Al Tayeb and Pope Francis before a meeting with members of 
the Muslim Council of Elders in Abu Dhabi on Feb 4, 2019. (LCI Photo/Andrew 
Medichini via AP)
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JAKARTA: Antonius Nugroho Adi 
Prabowo spent the whole month of 
February last year crafting statues of 
Jesus, Mother Mary and St Joseph 
with Central Javanese characteristics: 
light brown skin tone and traditional 
clothes.

Each statue, made of silica sand, 
was 160 centimetres in height. Silica 
sand is quartz that over time, through 
the work of water and wind, has been 
broken down into tiny granules. Also 
known as white sand or industrial 
sand, silica sand is made up of two 
main elements: silica and oxygen. 
Specifically, silica sand is made up of 
silicon dioxide.

“Silica sand is the best material to 
use for outdoor sculptures. It is strong 
enough to handle hot temperatures 
and rainwater,” said Adi.

The 46-year-old Catholic artist, 
whose main workshop is located 
close to a popular Marian shrine in 
Ambarawa city of Indonesia’s Cen-
tral Java province, created the reli-
gious statues for a certain reason.

“It was at the request of a Chinese-
Indonesian Catholic young woman 
from Jakarta. She promised herself 
when she was praying to God that 
she would make a special offering if 
her prayers came true,” he said.

The statues have been placed in a 
parish church in the country’s capital.

Adi, the third of four siblings of 
a family with art in the blood, pre-

viously created a statue of Mother 
Mary holding Jesus with Papuan 
characteristics and a Javanese-style 
statue of Mother Mary. The latter was 
made at the request of a priest serving 
in Italy.

Now the artist with curly long hair, 
who studied art in China in 1997 and 
has produced thousands of statues, is 
preparing to make statues of Mother 
Mary and the Way of the Cross with 
Dayak features, costumes and sym-
bols. Dayak is a generic term used 
to categorize a large group of indige-
nous peoples on the island of Borneo.

“A missionary priest from the Phil-
ippines who is now serving in Ponti-
anak, the capital of West Kalimantan 
province, wants me to create the stat-
ues in Dayak style. I have completed 
the designs and will start the project 
early next year,” Adi said.

Challenges and a call
Nevertheless, it was never easy for 
Adi, who has participated in exhibi-
tions in at least 14 countries and re-
ceived dozens of international and 
national awards including one from 
the Archdiocese of Semarang, to cre-
ate religious statues in certain tradi-
tional styles.

“I always found myself in a diffi-
cult situation. My mind kept telling 
me that I could not do this. I could not 
even make a decision. It was beyond 
my understanding,” he said.

However, the artist, who began to 
create religious statues in 2009 and 
whose hobby is riding a big motor-
bike, never gave up.

“I often asked for suggestions from 
bishops and priests. For instance, 
Msgr Ignatius Suharyo, who then 
served as archbishop of Semarang, 
once told me that creating religious 
statues in certain traditional styles 
was allowed as all statues acted as a 
visual aid for worshippers,” he said.

“Such confirmation made me feel 
at peace.”

Another challenge he faced was all 
about time. “Time flies so fast. I have 
to manage my time wisely as I must 
create this and that at the same time.”

Besides preparing to make Dayak-
style statues of Mother Mary and the 
Way of the Cross, Adi is now focus-
ing on a 61-metre-tall statue of Christ 
the Redeemer, which is to be placed 
in Samosir district of the predomi-
nantly Protestant province of North 
Sumatra.

“It is 30 per cent done. The statue 
is claimed to be the tallest one in the 
world and is expected to become an 
icon in Indonesia,” he said.

For Adi, his art was a calling. “In 
many opportunities, I was never ava-
ricious and never thought of making 
any profit. It was my call. And I al-
ways felt in peace after completing 
my artworks, particularly religious 
statues.”

‘A longing expression’
Franciscan Fr Andreas Atawolo, a 
lecturer in dogmatic theology at the 
Jakarta-based Driyarkara School of 
Philosophy, finds no problem with 
religious statues crafted in traditional 
styles.

“Such artworks are usually a long-
ing expression of Jesus in accord-
ance with the context of local culture. 
The most important principle is that 
they are simply artworks instead of 
idols,” he said.

“As long as they help worshippers 
to deepen their faith in God, it does 
not matter. But we must remember 
that religious statues or icons serve 

only as mediums. They are not the 
goal of our faith.”

However, the priest suggested that 
a religious statue created in a certain 
traditional style should not be placed 
publicly in other areas.

“For example, a religious statue 
created in Central Javanese char-
acteristics should only be placed in 
the Central Java area. It is because 
people from different ethnicities may 
find it unsuitable for them,” he said.

Adi agreed. “My artworks must 
serve only as mediums and must be 
able to help Catholics to get closer to 
God,” he said. — By Katharina R. 
Lestari, ucanews.com

Indonesian artist brings Catholics 
closer to God

Statues of Jesus, Mother Mary and St. Joseph in Central Javanese style. (UCA 
News/photo courtesy of Antonius Nugroho Adi Prabowo)

The search for the Indian face of Jesus
The relation between art and co-

lonialism has always interested 
me. Portraits of former Portuguese 
governors and officials in Goa, west-
ern India, show a very close link to 
the depiction of Christ in the art of 
Goan Churches. Colonisers, wheth-
er Portuguese, French, or British, 
brought to India their cultural under-
standing of Christianity.

The connection between Christian 
art and the spread of colonial powers 
in Asia meant that colonial interests 
often compromised the Christian 
mission. The concept of “incultura-
tion” can be interpreted as the effort 
of the Indian Church to come out of a 
colonial understanding of Christian-
ity in Asia to a new awakening in the 
universal Church.

However, “inculturation” has of-
ten been approached in two oppos-
ing ways: one as the dialogue with 
other faiths, and the other as a tool 
for evangelization. The difference 
has given rise to misunderstandings 
and confusion about inculturation 
itself.

A fundamental question confronts 
those searching for an “Indian face” 
of Christ: What is Indian? Indian 
culture is an amalgam of several 
cultures, varied characteristics, and 
diverse ethnicities. A form of Indian 
nationalism has tried to stress Indian 
culture as India’s dominant culture.

Many of India’s minority cultures 
and faiths refuse to accept the caste-
riddled dominant culture as Indian 
culture. There are other cultures such 

as that of indigenous people, termed 
Adivasis, and of the Dalit people, 
who live outside the caste system. 
The question of what is Indian has 
troubled many who have reflected 
about the relation of Gospel to cul-
ture.

The Gospels do not describe the 
physical appearance of Jesus. How-
ever, each culture has presented 
Jesus in their own cultural forms. 
Since ancient times, Christianity has 
worn different clothes, spoke varied 
languages, and followed diverse cus-
toms.

Indians of different cultural back-
grounds responded to the Gospel 
narratives after learning them in their 
local languages, beginning with Ta-
mil, the South Indian language. For 
centuries, the Indian depiction of Je-
sus was linked to local cultures, until 
the arrival of colonialists.

The Moguls depicted Christian 
themes in their characteristic minia-
ture style. Some Indians who read 
Christian literature began to visual-
ize Biblical narratives in an Indian 
cultural setting. Much of what is 
termed “Christian art” in an Indian 
style was done by non-Christian In-

dians who found the Gospel of Jesus 
interesting and relevant to India’s 
search for freedom.

Twentieth century artists such as 
Jamini Roy (1887-1972) and Nanda-
lal Bose (1882-1966), who were not 
themselves Christian, represented 
Christian themes in an Indian idiom. 
This led other Indian artists includ-
ing a few Christian artists to explore 
an Indian approach to the Gospel 
narratives. It was only after the Sec-
ond Vatican Council that Catholics 
and the official Church began to ac-
cept this idea.

Influence of a Benedictine monk
In my works, I have tried to represent 
the universal teaching of Jesus using 
cosmic symbols. Efforts to show Je-
sus as an Indian have generally led 
to controversies. In the work that 
I did for the All Saint’s Church in 

Srinagar, I tried to represent Jesus as 
a Kashmiri. It was often misunder-
stood. Later, I showed Jesus walking 
with the disciples to Emmaus after 
the Resurrection, as a Universal Cos-
mic Jesus of the Indian road.

I have painted Jesus as a Guru 
breaking bread with his disciples, 
who could be Tagore and Gandhi, 
which was how Angelo da Fonseca 
(1902-1967) depicted this scene. But 
that led to difficulties, as the Guru 
figure was identified with the priestly 
Hindu high caste.

I have been influenced by the life 
and ideas of the Benedictine monk, 
Dom Bede Griffiths (1906-1993), 
who lived as Swami Dayananda in 
Tamil Nadu. He was interested in de-
picting the Trinity in the light of the 
concept of the Trimurti, one of the 
great Hindu icons found in the El-
ephanta cave temple near Bombay.

In that representation of the 
Trimurti, the central figure is Ish-
wara, the Lord, with two profile 
faces on either side the central full 
face, depicting the masculine aspect 
of god, Purush, and on the other side 
the feminine aspect of God, Shakti. 
A number of Indian theologians, 
including Dom Bede, understood 
this icon as representing the three 
Persons of the Trinity in which the 
feminine aspect could be seen as the 
Holy Spirit. However, this interpre-
tation has been controversial from a 
theological point of view.

The issue of reinterpreting central 
icons of the Indian tradition has also 
been problematic when looking at 
the image of God as the divine danc-
er. In classical Hinduism, the Divine 
Dancer Shiva is referred to as Natara-
ja. However, it should be recognised 
that this concept of the sacred dance 
is found in many religious traditions 
including in Judeo-Christian spiritu-
ality. In the Old Testament, Wisdom 
is portrayed dancing, and in the lit-
erature of the Early Church, in the 
Apocryphal “Acts of John,” Jesus is 
described as inviting the Apostles to 
dance with Him at the Last Supper.

We need to find an authentic lan-
guage to express an Indian Christian 
experience of the Divine. But it can-
not be done by one individual. The 
image must evolve slowly out of 
collective creativity. — By Michael 
Gonsalves, ucanews.com

l Continued next week

‘Universal Christ’ by Jyoti Sahi. (UCA News photo)

In a two-part 
series, Christian 
artist Jyoti Sahi 
reflects on the 
place of art in 
the process of 
“inculturation” 
in the Indian Church:



The ancient Greeks had gods 
and goddesses for everything, 
including a goddess of Shame 

called Aidos. Shame for them meant 
much more than it normally means 
to us. In their mind, shame brought 
with it modesty, respect and a certain 
needed reticence before things that 
should remain private and hidden. 
The goddess of shame instructed 
you as to when you were supposed to 
turn your eyes away from things too 
intimate to be seen. Shame, as they 
understood it, contained a modesty 
and reverence you were supposed to 
feel in the presence of anything sa-
cred or when you were receiving a 
gift or when making love.

They had an intriguing myth un-
dergirding this: Aphrodite, the god-
dess of Love, is born out of the sea; 
but, as she rises above the waves in 
her stunning beauty, her nakedness is 
shielded by three deities: Aidos, the 
goddess of shame; Eros, the god of 
love; and Horai, the goddess of pro-
priety. They protect her naked body 
with love, propriety and shame. For 
the ancient Greeks, this was a reli-
gious truth, one which taught that, 
without these three deities of protec-
tion, the naked body should not be 

seen. When nakedness (of any kind) 
is not protected by these deities, it is 
unfairly exposed and dishonoured. 

I cite this myth to make a case 
against pornography since today it 
is too-naively accepted in the culture 
and its real harm is mostly unrecog-
nised. 

Let me begin this way. First, in-
ternet pornography is today, far and 
away, the biggest addiction in the 
whole world. No credible analyst 
or critic will deny that. Like all ad-
dictions, it’s also deadly. Yet, more 
and more we see our society become 
casual and even indifferent to it. 
Pornography is everywhere, is often 
seen as harmless, and it’s not un-
common to see mainstream sitcoms 
on television speak of someone’s 
porn collection as they might speak 
of his collection of toy airplanes. Be-
yond that, we have more people pos-
itively challenging those who speak 
out against pornography. I’ve had 
colleagues, Christian theologians, 
say: “Why are we so uptight about 
seeing sex! Sex is the most beauti-
ful thing God gave us, why can’t it 
be seen?”

Why can’t it be seen? We might 
begin with Carl Jung’s statement 

that one of our greatest naiveties is 
that we believe that energy is friend-
ly and is always something we can 
control. It isn’t. Energy is imperi-
alistic, it wants to take us over and 
control us. Once it takes hold of us, 
it can be hard to turn off. That’s one 
of the reasons why pornography is 
so dangerous. Its energy takes hold 
like a “demonic” possession. 

But pornography is not only 
dangerous, it’s also wrong, badly 
wrong. Those who protest that sex is 
beautiful and there should be noth-
ing wrong in seeing it are, in fact, 
half right; sex is beautiful … but its 

energy and nakedness are so power-
ful that it should not be seen, at least 
not without the deities of love, pro-
priety and shame in attendance. 

As Christians, we don’t believe in 
a pantheon of gods and goddesses, 
we believe in only one God; but 
that God contains all other deities, 
including Aphrodite, Aidos, Eros 
and Horai (Beauty, Shame, Love 
and Propriety). Moreover, that God 
is always shielded from our sight, 
shrouded, hidden, not to be ap-
proached except in reverence, and 
for a reason. Our faith tells us, no 
one can look at God and live. 

That’s why pornography is 
wrong. It isn’t wrong because sex 
isn’t beautiful, but rather because 
sex is so powerful as to carry some 
of the very energy and power of the 
divine. That’s also why pornography 
is so powerfully addictive – and so 
harmful. Sex is beautiful but its na-
ked beauty, like the naked body of 
Aphrodite arising out of the sea, may 
only be looked at when it’s properly 
attended by love and propriety and 
protected by shame. 

In the end, all sins are sins of ir-
reverence and that irreverence al-
ways contains some impropriety, 

disrespect and shamelessness.  Por-
nography is a sin of irreverence. 
Metaphorically, it is standing before 
the burning bush with our shoes on 
or watching Aphrodite arise naked 
out of the sea without being accom-
panied by love and propriety, with-
out shame shielding our eyes from 
her nakedness.

That’s why the world of art makes 
a distinction between being naked 
and being nude, and why the former 
is degrading while the latter is beau-
tiful. The difference? Being naked is 
being unhealthily exposed, exhib-
ited, shown, peeked at, in a way that 
violates intimacy and dignity. Con-
versely, being seen nude is to have 
your nakedness properly attended to 
by love and propriety and shielded 
by shame so that your very vulner-
ability helps reveal your beauty.

Pornography degrades both those 
who indulge in it and those unhealth-
ily exposed to it. It is wrong from 
both a human view and the view of 
faith. From the human view, Aphro-
dite’s naked body needs to have di-
vine shields. From the view of faith, 
we believe that no one can look at 
the face of God and live. — By Fr 
Ron Rolheiser, all rights reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

Pornography and the Sacred
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ASUNCION, Paraguay: A police of-
ficer in Paraguay saved the life of a 
woman this month by talking to her 
and reading Scripture as she contem-
plated suicide.

On Aug 9, Officer Juan Osorio of 
the Special Operations Group ar-
rived at the Costa Cavalcanti bridge, 
which joins the towns of Ciudad del 
Este and Hernandarias.

A young woman was standing on 
the edge of the bridge preparing to 
jump. Osorio approached her and 
started talking to her, according to 

the Paraguayan newspaper Extra.
The paper reported that the wom-

an had been dealing with the death 
of her daughter and had fallen into a 
deep depression.

Over the next half hour, Osorio 
talked with the woman and read 
her John 1:51, which reads, “Amen, 
amen, I say to you, you will see the 
sky opened and the angels of God 
ascending and descending on the 
Son of Man.”

The officer tried to comfort the 
woman and dissuade her from jump-

ing. They both wept.
“I was talking to her and mean-

while my brain was trying to figure 
out step by step what could happen,” 
Osorio said. “I was shaking and my 
hands were sweating, if I grabbed 
her and she broke loose, it would 
be my fault. I wondered why I was 
there.”

He related that he always carries 
a Bible with him, ever since he was 
once shot during a raid.

“I chose John 1:51 because I had 
read it before,” he said. “And at that 

moment the passage seemed to ex-
plain that God would be with her, 
and I told her that.”

During the conversion, a volun-
teer approached and began to speak 

with the woman as well. Osorio took 
advantage of that moment of distrac-
tion to move quickly and rescue the 
woman, taking her away from the 
edge of the bridge. — CNA

Paraguayan police officer reads Bible 
passage, saves woman from suicide  

(CNA photo/P Maxwell Photography via Shutterstock)

WISCONSIN: Two-and-a-half 
months after violent rioters wreaked 
havoc on State Street in downtown 
Madison, Wisconsin, smashing in 
windows and looting 75 stores, a dif-
ferent kind of gathering took place.

This time, roughly 2,000 people 
from throughout the state peacefully 
processed through the street, led by 
Bishop Donald Hying carrying the 
Holy Sacrament in a monstrance, dur-
ing a Eucharistic procession for peace 
and unity in the city. Archbishop Je-
rome Listecki of Milwaukee also 
joined the procession.

“The ultimate hope is that God 
would unleash his mighty healing, 
saving power upon us in a moment of 
great difficulty and challenge,” said 
Hying.

“As we look at the pandemic, as we 
look at the economy, as we look at ra-
cial unrest, as we look at violence, at 
the political situation...we have some 
very profound problems in our coun-
try and all of them ultimately have a 
spiritual solution,” he said.

Fr. Rick Heilman, who attended 
the procession and helped organise it, 

said he was happy with the large and 
peaceful turnout. Heilman said he did 
not notice any angry counter-protests 
or irritated bystanders.

Even the weather cooperated with 
the event, Heilman added, as rain that 
had been falling all morning cleared 
up just as the procession was getting 
started.

“It was stormy all morning,” Heil-
man said. “And then the skies opened 
up as we started, and it was 72 de-
grees. We haven't had a day like that 
all summer long.”

Heilman said the procession was 
organised by Men of Christ, a Mil-
waukee-based apostolate for Catholic 
men, and was co-sponsored by multi-
ple local ministries and parishes. The 
idea for a Eucharistic procession had 
been inspired by a recent successful 
procession led by Heilman and his 
parish on the Feast of Corpus Christi 
in June, in which roughly 300 people 
participated.

The procession was held on Satur-
day, Aug 15, on the Feast of the As-
sumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

It was named the “Unite Wisconsin” 
procession because of its goal of unit-
ing the state in prayer, Heilman said.

“We are called to be unified. But 
unified where?” Heilman said. “At 
the foot of the cross. At the truths of 
the Gospel.”

Heilman said he has also been or-
ganising groups to pray the rosary at 
the state capitol since May, when pro-
tests and riots erupted over the killing 
of George Floyd, a black man killed 
by police in Minneapolis on May 25. 
He said he’s been inspired by the im-
age of Our Lady, Queen of Peace, a 
statue of Mary at the Basilica of St. 
Mary Major in Rome, in which Mary 
is holding out one of her hands in a 
way that seems to be asking people to 
stop being violent.

Bishop Hying added that another 
one of the goals of the procession was 
to give people hope, during a time 
where they are more isolated than nor-
mal due to the coronavirus pandemic, 
and when the unrest in the country 
may be causing distress and despair.

“Many participants commented on 
that — that the day, the (procession) 

experience, gave them hope. They're 
mired in despair, social isolation and 
fear, and coming together publicly 
with the Lord really gave them light, 
hope, and peace to move forward,” he 
said.

The day of the procession was also 
the first day of a 54-day rosary no-
vena that many people are participat-
ing in, Hying said. He noted that he, 
like many other bishops, has been en-
couraging the recitation of the rosary 
throughout the pandemic.

“Mary is our greatest advocate be-
fore the throne of God. Mary is the 
one who gave birth to the Lord in his 
human flesh, but also before that was 
the first disciple, the first believer,” he 
said.

Hying added that Eucharistic pro-
cessions are common throughout the 
history of the Church, when the world 
has faced challenging times.

“Anytime in Church history, when 
we faced severe challenges, we would 
process with the Eucharist,” he said. 
“We’d allow the power of the Eucha-
rist to be brought into the streets and 
unleash the gift of Jesus.” — CNA

Eucharist processed through torn-up downtown of Wisconsin’s capital

Eucharistic procession in Madison Aug. 15, 2020. (CNA photo/Joe Ptak via  
Diocese of Madison Catholic Herald)
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The ‘Third Society of Jesus’: 
Jesuits from Vatican II to the present
Looking at the more than four 

centuries of the history of 
the Society of Jesus, we are 

all used to talking about the “first” 
or “ancient” Society of Jesus (from 
the time of its foundation in the 
16th century to its suppression in 
1773) and the “second” or “new” 
Society (from its restoration in 
1814 to the present day). But, in 
more recent years, we have also 
begun to speak of a “third” Society, 
generally active during the period 
from the Second Vatican Council 
until today. There have been many  
substantial changes in the life of 
the world and the Church that have 
been profoundly reflected in the 
Society of Jesus over the last six 
decades, leading us to consider 
them as a new historical period in 
the history of the Jesuits.

The Second Vatican Council 
(1962-65) undoubtedly constitutes 
a watershed in the history of the 
Church and, consequently, in that 
of religious institutes, called to re-
new themselves in depth. During 
the Council, on October 5, 1964, 
the superior general of the Jesuits, 
the Belgian Jean-Baptiste Janssens, 

who had been ill for some time, 
died and the 31st General Congre-
gation was convened for the elec-
tion of his successor.

On May 22, 1965, Fr Pedro Ar-

rupe was elected general. He was 
able to participate in the last ses-
sion of the Council and – after a pe-
riod of interruption in the sessions 
of the Congregation – actively 

presided over the resumption and 
conclusion of the work of the Con-
gregation itself. In the last months 
of 1966, this Congregation carried 
out a great work of revision of the 

government and of the life and ac-
tivities of the Society of Jesus in 
the light of the indications of the 
Council.

It is therefore reasonable to con-
sider the Second Vatican Council, 
the 31st General Congregation and 
the beginning of Fr Arrupe’s gener-
alate, as the beginning of a new pe-
riod in the history of the Society of 
Jesus. A period that, extending un-
til today, has seen the succession of 
four generals: Pedro Arrupe (1965-
83, including the period of gov-
ernment of the pontifical delegate, 
Fr Paolo Dezza, between 1981 
and 1983); Peter-Hans Kolven-
bach (1983-2008); Adolfo Nico-
lás (2008-2016); and Arturo Sosa 
(2016-now). These relate to the 
four pontificates (not reckoning, 
for its extreme brevity, that of John 
Paul I), with which they overlap to 
a certain extent: Paul VI (1963-78), 
for 13 years the “Pope of Arrupe”; 
John Paul II (1978-2005), for 22 
years the “Pope of Kolvenbach”; 
Benedict XVI (2005-13), for three 
years with Kolvenbach and five 
with Nicolás; Francis (2013-…), 
“Pope of Nicolás and Sosa.”

Arrupe: eyes on the world and the prophecy of Council renewal
Fr Pedro Arrupe led the Soci-

ety of Jesus in the years after 
the Council. He was from Spain 
(Basque), but he spent his life as a 
missionary in Japan, and in Hiro-
shima he “lived the atomic bomb,” 
as the very expressive title of his 
best-known autobiographical tes-
timony expresses it. The bomb in 
fact exploded when he was mas-
ter of novices in that city. With 
him, the Society broke the long 
sequence of  European generals 
who lived in Europe and chose a 
“non-European European,” who 
came from the periphery and had 
his eyes open on today’s world 
and the breadth and drama of its 
expectations. All his successors to 
date in the Third Society have also 
been non-European Europeans, or 
finally, simply non-European. This 
is a very significant fact.

Arrupe’s spirituality was solidly 
grounded in his profound and pas-
sionate reading of Ignatian texts, 
which he spontaneously and con-
tinuously transfused into his let-
ters, speeches and documents ad-
dressed to his confreres. Arrupe 
was the fitting guide for that return 
to the sources of the “specific char-
ism” of the Jesuit Order, so recom-
mended by the Council to all reli-
gious institutes.

In his style of governance Ar-
rupe was innovative. The new 
general, with his open, affable and 
charming personality, was a great 
animator, making himself present 
to Jesuits on every continent. He 
knew how to make decisions when 
it was necessary, and lived deeply 
the value of religious obedience 
and availability, but his way of 

governing was characterised more 
by inspiring and attracting than by 
commanding and imposing. 

Arrupe relied heavily on some 
of his advisors and collaborators 
and sometimes he was reproached 
for allowing them too much of a 
role. However, there can be no 
doubt about his religious leader-
ship in bringing the Gospel, with 
courage and momentum, to a new 
cultural and world context. 

In fact, the Union of Superiors 
General elected him president as 
early as 1967, reconfirming him 
four times until 1982, that is, until 
the time of his illness. The con-
stant esteem that surrounded him, 
in particular for his virtue, led the 
Jesuits – a unique case for a gen-
eral after St Ignatius and St Francis 
Borgia – to promote his cause for 
beatification.

The renewal of the Society of 
Jesus had to be carried out in many 
directions and take into account 
many different situations. 

For example, in Asia and Africa, 
in the context of the waning of the 
European colonial era, the Society 
had to reorganise itself, moving 
from the tradition centred on the 
“missions” dependent on Euro-
pean provinces to the new vision 
and reality of religious provinces 
rooted and governed locally. 

In Latin America, development 
and the growing awareness of situ-
ations of inequality and injustice 
drove the Jesuits to become more 
and more involved in the field of 
social commitment in favour of 
the poor rather than in education 
which, until then, had been pre-
dominant and directed mainly at 
the offspring of the upper classes.

But the time after the Council 

was a time of considerable ten-
sion in the Church. In the space of 
a few years, conciliar enthusiasm 
was overlaid and mixed with the 
unrest of 1968 and the complex 
cultural climate that accompanied 
it,  protests against institutions and 
traditional morals, and discussions 
in the Church — it is enough to 
recall the storm that followed the 
publication of the encyclical Hu-
manae Vitae. Naturally the Jesuits 
were also involved, as they were 
part of their time.

The traditional forms of per-
sonal and community religious life 
entered into crisis: departures from 
the Order multiplied to a very sig-
nificant extent; debates on social, 
political and theological issues be-
came heated and manifested them-
selves publicly. This was the case 
for many Church leaders, includ-
ing several Jesuits.

The tension within the Order 
and the criticism of Fr Arrupe’s 
government reached its high-
est and most emblematic point 
in Spain, where a group of Jesu-
its – who defined themselves as 
interpreters of the “true Society” 
– came to formulate the project of 
the constitution of a separate reli-
gious province. 

The crisis was overcome,  thanks 
to the support given by Paul VI to 
Arrupe, but it remained a symp-
tom of a profound problem – inter-
nal and external – which continued 
to fuel criticism and distrust by the 
government of the Order.

Despite the criticism, Fr Arrupe 
did not feel discouraged. He felt 
understood, esteemed and support-
ed in his difficult commitment by 
the vast majority of his confreres.

l Continued on Pg 14

Jesuit Fr Pedro Arrupe, superior 
general of the Jesuits from 1965 to 
1983, is pictured in an undated photo. 
(CNS photo/courtesy Jesuits Global)

Fr Pedro Arrupe with the youth, 1966. (flickr/Jesuits Global) 

Jesuit Fr Arturo Sosa Abascal celebrates Mass October 2 at Rome’s Church of the Gesu. Fr Sosa, a member of the 
Jesuits’ Venezuelan province, was elected the first non-European superior general of the Society of Jesus. (CNS 
photo/Don Doll, S.J)
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Reading Querida Amazonia 
with African eyes
La Croix Africa: The 
Pope’s new document, 
which comes in the af-
termath of the Amazon 
Synod, was published on 
Feb 12. What can we take 
away from this text?
Fr Jean Messingue: This 
exhortation is an excellent 
program for pastoral renewal 
in the Amazon to create a 
Church with an “Amazonian 
face”.

The Pope places this pro-
gramme in the perspective of 
inculturating the incarnation 
of the Gospel and the Church 
in Amazonia.

The exhortation presents 
quite clearly a vision, a mis-
sion and strategic direction. 
There are even proposals for 
how to carry that out.

It also proposes a contex-
tualised reflection on incul-
turation, which highlights its 
various dimensions (social, 
spiritual, ecclesial, liturgical 
and ecological).

l Continued from Pg 13

Fr Arrupe, within a few years,  re-
alised that the work done by the 

31st General Congregation was al-
ready insufficient to guide the Soci-
ety of Jesus in a world so rapidly and 
profoundly changed. 

That is why he made the deci-
sion – which he considered the most 
important of his generalate – to con-
voke a new Congregation, the 32nd 
(GC32), which would reflect more 
deeply on the mission of the Jesuits 
in the face of the new challenges and 
the need to implement the Second 
Vatican Council.

After long preparation, GC32 took 
place between 1974 and 1975, in a 
very troubled context, both because 
of internal tensions, and above all 
because of serious misunderstand-
ings between Arrupe and Paul VI. 

It has been described as one of the 
most difficult Congregations in the 

history of the Order, but from an his-
torical perspective, it cannot be de-
nied that it succeeded in formulating 
two crucial points of reference for 
the development of the contempo-
rary life of the Jesuits. 

These are the famous 4th De-

cree, Our Mission Today: Diakonia 
of Faith and Promotion of Justice, 
and the lesser-known, but also im-
portant, 11th Decree, The Union of 
Souls. Guidelines for Spiritual and 
Community Life, a document of 
great richness and balance for Jesuit 

religious life, which has not lost its 
validity over the years.

In the key statement of the 4th De-
cree, that “the mission of the Society 
of Jesus today is the service of faith, 
of which the promotion of justice is 
an absolute requirement,” echoes the 
passionate desire of Jesuits to partici-
pate fully in the affairs of humanity, 
especially where it suffers poverty 
and injustice. And this must have 
concrete consequences in the choice 
of ministries, in the forms and places 
of life and apostolate. 

It is therefore not difficult to un-
derstand why discussions on the cor-
rect interpretation of the relationship 
between the terms “faith” and “jus-
tice” have multiplied.

I would offer two observations. 
The first is that, speaking of faith 
and justice, the Jesuits did nothing 
distinctively original, but lived what 
the Church lived, aware of what was 
happening in the world. By 1967, 

Paul VI had already published the 
historic encyclical Populorum Pro-
gressio, in 1971, he had selected jus-
tice in the world as the theme of a 
Synod of Bishops. Moreover, libera-
tion theology with its different forms 
and currents had developed in Latin 
America and also involved regions 
of other continents.

The second observation is that the 
4th Decree, although it required con-
tinuous fine-tuning, integration and 
reformulation by the superior gener-
als and Congregations in the follow-
ing years, remained both the starting 
and reference point of a difficult but 
fruitful journey. In a certain sense, 
the story of how the “Third Society” 
understood and lived its mission 
can be read along the thread of the 
developments that followed. Each 
general and each Congregation has 
taken care to be positioned explicitly 
in continuity and not in conflict with 
the 4th Decree.

In the last period of his government, 
Fr Arrupe gave valuable guidance 

for the subsequent development of 
the Order’s commitment. It is worth 
remembering the extensive reflec-
tion on the theme of “inculturation” 
of the proclamation of the Gospel, 
which found its synthesis in a Let-
ter of 1978. In 1979, faced with the 
emergency of the boat people fleeing 
Vietnam, Arrupe launched an appeal 
for service to refugees and an invita-
tion to engage in it with generosity.

The Jesuit Refugee Service, born 
then, continues to be active to this 
day, involving a large number of 
other religious and lay people. It is 
one of the most eloquent signs of 
the active service of the Society for 
suffering humanity, not alone, but in 
collaboration with many other eccle-
sial and non-ecclesial forces. Finally, 

in 1980, after extensive consultation 
and in-depth reflection, Fr Arrupe 
published a Letter on the theme of 
Marxist analysis and dialogue with 
Marxists, a theme which was then 
at the centre of heated debates and 
strong tensions, particularly in Latin 
America. Its echo reached far afield, 
and there was widespread apprecia-
tion of the depth and balance of the 
document.

However, because of the criti-
cisms of the Jesuits coming to Rome 
from various quarters, the confi-
dence of the new pope, John Paul II, 
in the government of Fr Arrupe was 
irreparably damaged. 

In 1980, the pope did not authorise 
him to call the General Congrega-
tion at which he wanted to present 
his resignation. Arrupe’s serious ill-
ness occurred in 1981, and the pope 

intervened by appointing his own 
delegate for the government of the 
Order: Fr Paolo Dezza, assisted by 
Fr Giuseppe Pittau. 

Despite the unprecedented seri-
ousness of the papal decision, the 
Jesuits generally accepted it with 
sorrow but with dignified availabil-
ity, and so Fr Dezza – with great wis-
dom and skill – managed to re-estab-
lish, in an unexpectedly short time, 
that situation of trust on the part of 
the pope – and also of the Society – 
which was necessary to convene the 
33rd General Congregation.

In this way, by 1983 the Order had 
returned to a normal situation, under 
the guidance of a new general elect-
ed by the Jesuits in the usual man-
ner, Peter-Hans Kolvenbach. Today, 
thinking back to that crucial passage 
in the history of the Third Society, 

we can say that it was a difficult test 
well overcome, and not a wound left 
unattended. On the contrary, with a 
certain humility, many of the Jesuits 
were able to integrate that experi-
ence as an important positive lesson 

of the need to devote more attention 
to the relationship with the papacy. 
— By Fr Federico Lombardi, SJ, 
La Civilta Cattolica

l Continued next week

Profound changes spring from the 32nd General Congregation

Towards Jesuit Refugee Service

Fr Pedro Arrupe carrying the cross during the Via Crucis. (flickr/jesuitsglobal)

A group of boat people escaping Vietnam aboard their sea vessel where they 
would have attempted to step on land in another Southeast Asian country like 
Malaysia, the Phillipines, or Hong Kong.

We were expecting the Pope 
to address issues concerning 
the ecology, priestly ordination 
of married men and the female 
diaconate. How did the text do 
that?
The pope integrates ecology into an in-
tegral and multidimensional vision of 
the inculturation of the proclamation of 
the Gospel.

It is very enlightening how he links 
ecology with inculturation.

The central question of the Synod 
was evangelisation in Amazonia. The 
text offers some possible answers, and 
ecological considerations are present in 
them.

The question of the priestly ordina-
tion of permanent deacons of proven 
virtue does not appear in the exhorta-
tion.

The exhortation is part of the process 

of discernment. And the Pope is atten-
tive to this process, which requires con-
firmation.

The exhortation is the fruit of dis-
cernment. It is not a strategic response.

We can imagine that, in this process 
of discernment, the pope considers the 
greater good of the Church. On the 
other hand, the Holy Father reminds us 
in Amoris Laetitia that “time is greater 
than space.” From a pastoral point of 
view, he understands that some chang-
es can be made only in stages, gradu-
ally.

This exhortation confirms, therefore, 
that Francis practices the ecclesial dis-
cernment and true dialogue that he pro-
poses to the missionary Church.

Perhaps this exhortation can help us 
understand that the ordination of mar-
ried men was not the only and sufficient 
solution for the Church in Amazonia.

Fr Jean Messingue, a Jesuit theologian and psychologist, is the interim 
director of the Theological Institute of the Society of Jesus in Abidjan 
(ITCJ).

In this interview with La Croix Africa’s Lucie Sarr, he analyses 
Querida Amazonia (Beloved Amazonia), Pope Francis' new post-
synodal apostolic exhortation.

There are many similarities 
between the realities in the 
Amazonian region and those 
in certain regions of Africa. 
How can the Pope’s text be 
helpful for Africa?
A Church “with an Amazonian 
face.” This expression recurs fre-
quently in this exhortation. That is 
the objective of inculturation, which 
is the project of the Church Fam-
ily of God, indeed of every local 
Church.

This exhortation invites the 
Church in Africa to take stock of 
its project of inculturation. Has it 
become a Church with an African 
face?

Inculturation is a dynamic pro-

cess. The present realities of Africa 
invite us to renew this project of 
inculturation-incarnation with all its 
various dimensions, as the Pope has 
proposed.

The exhortation speaks exten-
sively of the contribution of the laity 
to evangelisation. This can encour-
age the Church in Africa to continue 
to foster a greater involvement of 
the laity in the mission and govern-
ance of the Church.

Finally, the exhortation’s empha-
sis on women, especially their con-
tribution in the Amazon, invites us 
to make the contribution of women 
in the mission of the Church in Af-
rica more visible. — LCI (https://
international.la-croix.com/

Pope Francis accepts offertory gifts from indigenous people as he celebrates 
the concluding Mass of the Synod of Bishops for the Amazon at the Vatican in 
this Oct. 27, 2019, file photo. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)



Dear children, 

When Jesus lived 
on earth, he went 
around helping peo-
ple. He fed the 
hungry, healed the 
sick, made the blind 
see and the lame 
walk. 
After Jesus 

healed someone, it 
was not unusual to 
hear someone in the 
crowd ask, "Who is 
this man?" Jesus 
heard people asking 
that question and he 
also heard the an-
swers that people 
gave.
One day, Jesus 

asked his disciples, 
"Who do people say 
that I am?"
The disciples an-

swered, "Well, some 
think you are John 
the Baptist, others 
think you are Elijah, 
Jeremiah or one of 
the prophets come 
back to life."
"But who do you 

say that I am?" Je-
sus asked.

Simon Peter spoke 
up and said, "You 
are the Christ, the 
Son of the living 
God."
Jesus said, "You 

are absolutely right, 
Peter!"
Many people to-

day do not know Je-
sus and are asking, 
"Who is this man?" 
People give many 

answers. Some say 
he was a great 
teacher. Others say 
he was a prophet 
or a great religious 
leader. 
The real answer to 

that question is the 
same answer that 
Peter gave when Je-
sus asked it. He is 
the Christ, the Son 
of the living God.

Aunty Eliz 

ACROSS
1. Persons, men, women, and 
children; human beings
4. A large stone that sticks up out 
of the ground or the sea
7. A male parent
8. The Messiah, as foretold by the 
prophets
10. An adult male human being

DOWN
2. The new name that Jesus gave 
Simon
3. A person who speaks to God
5. To speak
6. The whole body of believers in 
Christ
9. A male child in relation to his 
parents

PETER
PROPHET

FATHER

ROCK
PEOPLE

MAN

SON
CHURCH
CHRIST

SAY 

Peter's Confession of  Christ

"But what about you?" He asked. "Who do you say I am?" 
(Matthew 16:15)

Peter was one of Jesus disciples. Hidden in the puzzle are several 
words that tell about Peter and his life. 

CEPHAS
ROCK

ANDREW
DISCIPLES

FISHERMAN
NET

EPISTLE
SERMON

HEALED
LAME
MAN

PENTECOST

DENIED
COCK
WEPT

BITTERLY

FEED
SHEEP

Little Catholics’ CornerLittle Catholics’ Corner
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PENANG: It has been the sixth 
month since the Movement 
Control was first executed. 

Since then, catching up virtu-
ally with one another has be-
come the new normal for many. 
Aware of the changes that are 
happening in many ministries 
especially to the youth minis-
try, the Penang Diocesan Youth 
Network (PDYN) under the lead-
ership of Fr Simon Anand has 
taken the initiative to meet all 
the Parish Youth Leaders of Pen-
ang Diocese via a virtual plat-
form.

In the virtual meet-up, members of 
PDYN including the leaders from 15 
parishes across five states: Penang, 
Perak, Perlis, Kedah and Kelantan has 
managed to attend and introduce 
themselves to each other. Before the 
Movement Control started, chances 
were, not all the youth leaders are able 
to know one another and spend time 

to do sharing with their fellow youth 
leaders from other parishes. Thus, look-
ing at the bright side of MCO and 
RMCO, we are now well-equipped 
with a platform to do so as meeting-
up is one way of journeying together 
as youth ministry of the diocese.

Though only for a short time which 
was about an hour and half; time 
spent for praying, sharing, and playing 
games in a group was evidently gap-
filling. While many are new to each 
other, we believe that the continuous 
effort to interact and meet each other 
(even virtually) will help to close the 
gap that is ever-present among the 
youth ministries itself. 

Besides, sharing each others’ chal-
lenges as well as their ideas to liven up 
their ministry can inspire other young 
people to grow together and do 
something, ‘to keep being ALIVE’ es-
pecially during this pandemic. In the 
long-run, PDYN is planning to continue 
this virtual meet-up to communicate 
the current situation and needs of the 
young people in Penang Diocese. — 
By Crietel Philip, PDYN Parish Youth Leaders meet via Zoom.

First virtual meet-up 
among the parish youth 

leaders in Penang Diocese

GENEVA: The Coronavirus pandemic has 
disrupted the studies of 73 per cent of young 
people around the world, says the Internation-
al Labour Organisation (ILO).

The youth, who study or combine study 
with work, have been adversely affected by 
the closing of schools, universities and train-
ing centers, according to a recently published 
analysis.

The study, titled Youth and COVID-19: 
impacts on jobs, education, rights and men-
tal well-being, says 65 per cent young people 
reported having learned less since the begin-
ning of the pandemic because of the transition 
from classroom to online and distance learn-
ing during lockdown.

“Despite their efforts to continue studying 

and training, 51 per cent believed their stud-
ies will be delayed and nine per cent thought 
that they might fail. The divide is even more 
shocking when we take into account the vary-
ing degrees of privileges enjoyed by youth in 
countries from the developed and developing 
worlds,” the August 11 ILO report says.

The Global Survey aimed to capture 
the immediate effects of the 
pandemic on the lives of 
young people (aged 18–29) 
with regards to employ-
ment, education, mental 
well-being, rights and so-
cial activism. The survey 
covered 12,000 youth 
from 112 countries, with 

a large proportion of responses coming from 
educated youth and those with Internet ac-
cess.

According to the report, while 65 per cent 
of youth in high-income countries were taught 
classes via video-lectures, only 18 per cent in 

low-income countries were able to keep 
studying online. This high-

lights the ‘digital divide’ 
among the global youth.

In another important 
finding, the report has 
discovered, “Severe dis-
ruption to learning and 
working, compounded 
by the health crisis, has 
seen a deterioration in 

young people’s mental well-being. The study 
finds that 17 per cent of young people are 
probably affected by anxiety and depression. 
Mental well-being is lowest for young women 
and younger youth between the ages of 18 and 
24.”

This underscores the interlinkages that ex-
ist betweeTn mental well-being, educational 
success and labour market integration.

“The pandemic is inflicting multiple shocks 
on young people. It is not only destroying 
their jobs and employment prospects, but 
also disrupting their education and training 
and having a serious impact on their mental 
well-being. We cannot let this happen,” said 
ILO Director-General Guy Ryder. — Matters 
India

Covid-19 disruptS education of over 70 per cent youth
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BUTTERWORTH: As part of their prepa-
ration to receive the sacrament of Confir-
mation, the confirmands came together on 
Saturday, August 8, to spend some time in 
acts of service and prayer. 

Parish priest Fr Dominic reminded the 
teens that this was an important milestone 
in their lives, where the Church gives them 
the responsibility to make a decision for 
themselves to receive the Sacrament of 

Confirmation, and thus enter into Christian 
adulthood. 

Fr Dominic added that everyone, as a 
member of the faith community, has a role 
to play in the building of God’s kingdom. 
He encouraged the candidates to con-
tinue contributing to the Church just as 
during the session they spent time in the 
various activities they were assigned to. —           
nbvmscic.org

KUCHING: On August 15, in conjunc-
tion with the Assumption of our Blessed 
Virgin Mary, the  Kuching Campus Min-
istry organised an online Rosary prayer 
via Google Meet. Students from different 
campuses in Kuching participated in the 
online prayer.

During COVID-19, the campuses have 
been closed. Most of the KCM commit-
tee took the opportunity to return to their 

hometown and have online classes from 
home. 

Even so, it did not deter them from 
making use of technology and online plat-
forms.

Want to know more about the Kuching 
Campus Ministry? Please log on to the 
Kuching Campus Ministry Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/kchcampusmin 
— kchadyouth.wordpress.com

PETALING JAYA: There were re-
sounding cheers in the school as the 
students of St. Joseph’s Institu-
tion International School Malay-
sia (SJIIM) once again secured 
outstanding scores in the recent 
Cambridge International General 
Certificate of Secondary Educa-
tion (IGCSE) results. Overall, the 
results recorded were impressive, 
considering that the IGCSE final 
examinations were also can-
celled this year due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic grip-
ping the world. 

The top scorer at SJIIM 
was Tan Zhen Yi who scored 

an amazing 10A*. Zhen Yi, 
who also received the Top 
in Malaysia Award for 
the Cambridge IGCSE 
International Mathemat-
ics in 2019, was ecstatic 
and credited her success 
to the learning experi-
ence at SJIIM, saying 
“My educational journey 

at SJIIM has been ever 
so rewarding and 
memorable. Over 
the past four years, 
the endless support 
from our wonder-

ful Lasallian school 

community has helped me to develop 
both academically and socially. Through 
its culture of kindness and inclusivity, the 
school encourages students in their pur-
suit of academic excellence,  as well as 
developing the Lasallian ethos of Faith, 
Service and Community. This is what I 
truly believe has allowed us, as students 
to “Enter to Learn, Leave to Serve”. I am 
wholeheartedly grateful to the school, my 
passionate teachers, my family and our 
strong, united Josephian community for 
all that they have done for me.” As for her 
further education plans, Zhen Yi will be 
heading to Brighton, UK, to pursue her 
interest in Biochemistry or Natural Sci-
ences. 

Madam Mak Lai Ying Frances, the new 
Head of School for SJIIM, was very hap-
py about the results and added, “We are 
exceptionally proud of the achievements 
of this cohort of students over the last 
two years. Their commitment to learning, 
ongoing hard work and response to the 
teaching provided by our expert and spe-
cialist teaching staff have been reward-
ed with a fantastic set of outcomes. We 
would also like to thank all the parents for 
their support in this meaningful journey.”

SJIIM’s next academic year begins on 
26 August 2020 with places still available 
for selected year groups. For more infor-
mation about the school, please refer to 
www.sji-international.edu.my  

Rosary with kuching 
campus students

praising God with 
Tambunan youths

SJIIM records fantastic IGCSE results again

Fr Dominic Santhiyagu leading the students in an opening prayer.

KCM committee praying the Rosary together via Google Meet.

The students doing various acts of service.

Top IGCSE scorer for SJIIM, 
Tan Zhen Yi

TAMBUNAN: The Youth Apostolate of 
Holy Cross Toboh Parish held a Praise 
and Worship session on Aug 9 which was 
livestreamed via YouTube. It began with 
an opening prayer and then continued with 
praise and worship. Parish Priest Msgr 
Gilbert Engan gave his reflection on the 
19th Sunday readings, Matthew 12:22-33 
(Jesus walks on water).

Msgr Gilbert gave three characteris-
tics of Jesus that the youth need to learn; 
First  — Focus on prayer, Second — Jesus 
cares for us. Third — Jesus was power-
ful in overcoming the powers of darkness. 
In Revelation 13:1 it says: I saw a beast 
rise up out of the sea. “Sea” is a descrip-

tion of the abode of evil. In the Gospel of 
Matthew, Jesus walks on the water which 
gives the impression that He stepped on 
and defeated the power of evil!

Two youths also shared on how they 
lived their faith during the MCO. Aldrin 
Lazarus said he read the Bible, prayed the 
Rosary and watched online Mass with his 
family. Whereas, for Bertrand F. Bianus, 
he participated in the online Mass. He 
said, “While watching the online Mass, I 
imagined I was in the Church, listened to 
the Bible readings and the priest’s hom-
ily”. Bertrand and his family take turns to 
lead the Rosary prayer and Divine Mercy 
daily.

Service and Prayer 
in Preparation for 

Confirmation

Youth Apostolate of Holy Cross Toboh perform on live via Youtube.
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41st Anniversary         
In Loving Memory of

“I am the Resurrection                
and the life,’ says the Lord. 
‘Those who believe in me, 

even though they die, will live, 
and everyone who lives and 

believes in me will never die.’ 
– John 11:25-26
Sadly missed by                 

children, Jerome and Kenneth, 
Patrick and Lulu.

J. D. Gilbert                   
Returned to the Lord on 

23rd August 1979

          
And while she lies in peaceful sleep
Her memory we shall always keep. 

We are sad within our memory. 
Lonely are our hearts today;

For the one we loved so dearly 
Has forever been called away.

We think of her in silence. 
No eye may see us weep; 

But many silent tears are shed
When others are asleep. 

In our hearts your memory lingers,
Always tender, fond and true;

There’s not a day, dear Ameni, mother & wife,
We do not think of you.

Forever missed, loved & remembered by 
loving husband, son, daughter-in-law                                 

and grandchild.

3rd Anniversary                                                                                     
In Loving Memory of

Josephine Dicom
From the Lord:                 
6th June 1934
To the Lord:                  

23rd August 2017

19th Anniversary         
In Loving Memory of

Surely goodness and 
kindness shall follow me all 

the days of my life. In the 
Lord’s own house shall                 

I dwell forever and ever.                  
– Ps. 23.

Deeply missed                            
and always remembered by 

Wife, daughter, son, 
brothers, sisters and friends.

Joackim Jeyapragasam 
Manikam                  

Departed: 23-08-2001

         

Our parents whom we love don’t go away,            
They continue to walk with us everyday, 

Unseen, unheard, always so near,                      
Still missed, still cherished and very dear.

Fondly remembered by                                                                       
children, grandchildren, relatives & friends.

Mr Selvaraj Packiam @ 
Selvam

19 May 1938 - 3 Feb 2007

13th Anniversary

Mrs Anthony Jangle 
Joseph @ Julie 

25 Aug 1949 - 29 Aug 2017

3rd Anniversary

With Love We Remember

TRIPOLI: In the latest tragedy in the 
Mediterranean, around 45 illegal im-
migrants – including children -  died 
in a shipwreck off the coast of Libya.

UNHCR said the victims were 
among more than 80 people on 
board a vessel which ran into trouble 
off the coast of Zwara.

The last few months have seen an 
up tick in Mediterranean crossings 
due to the warm weather and calm 
seas.

The survivors of the wreck came 
from Senegal, Mali, Chad and Gha-
na.

Federico Soda, chief of the Inter-

national Organization for Migration 
(IOM) Mission, said it was the larg-
est recorded shipwreck off Libya this 
year.

“There remains an absence of any 
dedicated, EU-led search and rescue 
programme,” Soda lamented on so-
cial media.

The situation has also been high-
lighted by activists who complain 
about the lack of independent rescue 
ships in the central Mediterranean, 
one of the world’s most treacherous 
passages.

Because of the state of insecurity 
and chaos, Libya has become a pre-

ferred point of departure for thou-
sands of illegal immigrants.

The Libya route is also notorious 
for its barbarity. Desperate migrants 
fleeing poverty and war in Africa and 
the Middle East often pass through 
the country on their way to Europe, 
where they set off in cheap inflatable 
dinghies or boats, which are often 
unseaworthy.

According to IOM, more than 
7,000 illegal immigrants have been 
rescued and returned to Libya so far 
this year.

To make matters worse, immi-
grant shelters in Libya have been 

overcrowded with migrants despite 
repeated international calls to close 
them.

In a statement, the UNHCR and 
IOM said: “There is an urgent need 
to strengthen the current search and 
rescue capacity to respond to distress 
calls.”

Last month, Malta’s military res-
cued 95 migrants in distress on a 
dinghy off Libya and ferried them 
ashore near Valletta. Their terrify-
ing ordeal finally came to an end, 33 
hours after a distress call had been 
issued. — By Nathan Morley, Vati-
can News

Migrants die in deadly shipwreck 

‘Universal Christ’ by Jyoti Sahi. (UCA News photo)
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St Bartholomew Daily Short 
Reading

Sunday, August 23
(Apocalypse 7:10,12)
Victory to our God, who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb! Praise 
and glory and wisdom and thanks-
giving and honour and power and 
strength to our God for ever and 
ever. Amen.
Monday,August 24
(Ephesians 2:19-22)
You are no longer aliens or foreign 
visitors: you are citizens like all the 
saints, and part of God’s house-
hold. You are part of a building that 
has the Apostles and prophets for 
its foundations, and Christ Jesus 
himself for its main cornerstone. 
As every structure is aligned on 
him, all grow into one holy temple 
in the Lord; and you too, in him, 
are being built into a house where 
God lives, in the Spirit.
Tuesday, August 25
(Romans 13:11,12-13)
You must wake up now: the night 
is almost over, it will be daylight 
soon. Let us give up all the things 
we prefer to do under cover of the 
dark; let us arm ourselves and 
appear in the light. Let us live de-
cently as people do in the daytime.
Wednesday, August 26
(Tobit 4:14-15,16,19)
Be careful, my child, in all you do, 
well-disciplined in all your behav-
iour. Do to no one what you would 
not want done to you. Give your 
bread to those who are hungry, 
and your clothes to those who 
are naked. Whatever you own 
in plenty, devote a proportion to 
almsgiving. Bless the Lord God in 
everything; beg him to guide your 
ways and bring your paths and 
purposes to their end.                                                    

Thursday, August 27
(Romans 12:1-2)
Think of God’s mercy, my brothers, 
and worship him, I beg you, in a 
way that is worthy of thinking be-
ings, by offering your living bodies 
as a holy sacrifice, truly pleasing to 
God. Do not model yourselves on 
the behaviour of the world around 
you, but let your behaviour change, 
modelled by your new mind. This 
is the only way to discover the will 
of God and know what is good, 
what it is that God wants, what is 
the perfect thing to do.
Friday, August 28
(Wisdom 7:13-14)
What I learned without self-inter-
est, I pass on without reserve; 
I do not intend to hide wisdom's 
riches. For she is an inexhaustible 
treasure to men, and those who 
acquire it win God’s friendship, 
commended as they are to him by 
the benefits of her teaching.
Saturday, August 29
(Isaiah 49:1b-2)
The Lord called me before I was 
born, form my mother’s womb he 
pronounced my name. He made 
my mouth a sharp sword, and hid 
me in the shadow of his hand. He 
made me into a sharpened arrow, 
and concealed me in his quiver.

In the New Testament, Bartholomew is mentioned 
only in the lists of the Apostles. Some scholars 

identify him with Nathanael, a man of Cana in 
Galilee who was summoned to Jesus by Philip. 
Jesus paid him a great compliment: “Here is a 
true Israelite. There is no duplicity in him” (John 
1:47b). When Nathanael asked how Jesus knew 
him, Jesus said, “I saw you under the fig tree” (John 
1:48b). Whatever amazing revelation this involved, 
it brought Nathanael to exclaim, “Rabbi, you are 
the Son of God; you are the King of Israel” (John 
1:49b). But Jesus countered with, “Do you believe 
because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? 
You will see greater things than this” (John 1:50b).

Nathanael did see greater things. He was one 
of those to whom Jesus appeared on the shore of 
the Sea of Tiberias after his resurrection (see John 
21:1-14). They had been fishing all night without 
success. In the morning, they saw someone stand-
ing on the shore though no one knew it was Jesus. 
He told them to cast their net again, and they made 
so great a catch that they could not haul the net in. 
Then John cried out to Peter, “It is the Lord.”

When they brought the boat to shore, they found 
a fire burning, with some fish laid on it and some 
bread. Jesus asked them to bring some of the fish 

they had caught, and invited them to come and eat 
their meal. John relates that although they knew it 
was Jesus, none of the Apostles presumed to in-
quire who he was. This, John notes, was the third 
time Jesus appeared to the Apostles.

A Christian at 33, a priest at 36, a bishop 
at 41: Many people are familiar with the 

biographical sketch of Augustine of Hippo, 
sinner turned saint. But really to get to know 
the man is a rewarding experience.

There quickly surfaces the intensity with 
which he lived his life, whether his path led 
away from or toward God. The tears of his 
mother, the instructions of Ambrose and, 
most of all, God himself speaking to him in 
the Scriptures, redirected Augustine’s love of 
life to a life of love.

Having been so deeply immersed in crea-
ture-pride of life in his early days and hav-
ing drunk deeply of its bitter dregs, it is not 
surprising that Augustine should have turned, 
with a holy fierceness, against the many de-

mon-thrusts rampant in his day. His times 
were truly decadent: politically, socially, 
morally. He was both feared and loved, like 
the Master. The perennial criticism levelled 
against him: a fundamental rigourism.

In his day, Augustine providentially ful-
filled the office of prophet. Like Jeremiah 
and other greats, he was hard-pressed but 
could not keep quiet. “I say to myself, I will 
not mention him/ I will speak in his name no 
more/ But then it becomes like fire burning 
in my heart/ imprisoned in my bones/ I grow 
weary holding it in/ I cannot endure it” (Jer-
emiah 20:9).

Reflection
Augustine is still both acclaimed and con-
demned in our day. He is a prophet for today, 
trumpeting the need to scrap escapisms and 
stand face-to-face with personal responsibil-
ity and dignity. — franciscanmedia.org

St Augustine of Hippo

The circumstances of St Monica’s life could 
have made her a nagging wife, a bitter 

daughter-in-law, and a despairing parent, yet she 
did not give way to any of these temptations. 
Although she was a Christian, her parents gave 
her in marriage to a pagan, Patricius, who lived 
in her hometown of Tagaste in North Africa. 
Patricius had some redeeming features, but he 
had a violent temper and was licentious. Monica 
also had to bear with a cantankerous mother-in-
law who lived in her home. Patricius criticized 
his wife because of her charity and piety, but al-
ways respected her. Monica’s prayers and exam-
ple finally won her husband and mother-in-law to 
Christianity. Her husband died in 371, one year 
after his baptism.

Monica had at least three children who sur-
vived infancy. The oldest, Augustine, is the most 
famous. At the time of his father’s death, Augus-
tine was 17 and a rhetoric student in Carthage. 
Monica was distressed to learn that her son had 
accepted the Manichean heresy — ”all flesh is 
evil” — and was living an immoral life. For a 
while, she refused to let him eat or sleep in her 
house. Then one night she had a vision that as-
sured her Augustine would return to the faith. 
From that time on, she stayed close to her son, 
praying and fasting for him. In fact she often 
stayed much closer than Augustine wanted.

When he was 29, Augustine decided to go to 
Rome to teach rhetoric. Monica was determined 

to go along. One night he told his mother that he 
was going to the dock to say goodbye to a friend. 
Instead he set sail for Rome. Monica was heart-
broken when she learned of Augustine’s trick, but 
she still followed him. She arrived in Rome only 
to find that he had left for Milan. Although travel 
was difficult, Monica pursued him to Milan.

In Milan, Augustine came under the influence 
of the bishop, Saint Ambrose, who also became 
Monica’s spiritual director. She accepted his ad-
vice in everything and had the humility to give up 
some practices that had become second nature to 
her. Monica became a leader of the devout wom-
en in Milan as she had been in Tagaste.

She continued her prayers for Augustine during 
his years of instruction. At Easter 387, St Ambro-
se baptised Augustine and several of his friends. 
Soon after, his party left for Africa. Although no 
one else was aware of it, Monica knew her life 
was near the end. She told Augustine, “Son, noth-
ing in this world now affords me delight. I do not 
know what there is now left for me to do or why 
I am still here, all my hopes in this world being 
now fulfilled.” She became ill shortly after and 
suffered severely for nine days before her death.

Almost all we know about St. Monica is in the 
writings of Saint Augustine, especially his Con-
fessions.

St Monica

Patron Saint of:
Printers Theologians

Feastday: August 28

Patron Saint of: Plasterers
Feastday: August 24

Alcoholics
Conversion

Married Women
Mothers

Feastday: August 27
Patron Saint of: 

Reflection
Bartholomew or Nathanael? We are con-
fronted again with the fact that we know 
almost nothing about most of the Apos-
tles. Yet the unknown ones were also 
foundation stones, the 12 pillars of the 
new Israel whose 12 tribes now encom-
pass the whole earth. Their personalities 
were secondary — without thereby be-
ing demeaned — to their great office of 
bearing witness from their firsthand ex-
perience, speaking in the name of Jesus, 
putting the Word Made Flesh into human 
words for the enlightenment of the world. 
Their holiness was not an introverted con-
templation of their status before God. It 
was a gift that they had to share with oth-
ers. The Good News was that all are called 
to the holiness of being Christ’s members, 
by the gracious gift of God.

The simple fact is that humanity is to-
tally meaningless unless God is its total 
concern. Then humanity, made holy with 
God’s own holiness, becomes the most 
precious creation of God.  — franciscan-
media.org

Reflection
Today, with Google searches, online shop-
ping, text messages, tweets and instant 
credit, we have little patience for things 
that take time. Likewise, we want instant 
answers to our prayers. Monica is a model 
of patience. Her long years of prayer, cou-
pled with a strong, well-disciplined char-
acter, finally led to the conversion of her 
hot-tempered husband, her cantankerous 
mother-in-law and her brilliant but way-
ward son, Augustine.. — franciscanme-
dia.org
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Evangelisation:  The Maritime World
We pray for all those who work and live from the sea, 

among them sailors, fishermen and their families.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

Catholic bishops in southern Africa thank 
Pope Francis for 300,000 euro donation
LUSAKA, Zambia: The Bishops’ 
Conferences of Zambia, Zimbabwe, 
and Malawi thanked Pope Francis for 
his gift of 300,000 euros ($355,000) 
to help vulnerable populations in the 
three southern African countries.

In their letter to the Pope, the bish-
ops expressed their joy and gratitude 
at the donation, which will support 
people who have been affected by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and by 
natural disasters such as flooding and 
droughts.

Fr Cleophas Lungu, secretary gen-
eral of the Bishops’ Conference of 
Zambia, spoke about the letter. 

Lungu said that the bishops’ con-
ferences of Zambia, Zimbabwe, 
and Malawi had written together to 
Pope Francis for help and had each 
received 100,000 euros.

He noted that, after receiving the 
funds this month, the bishops had 
informed the Holy Father that the fi-

nancial donation would be put to its 
intended use — help for the poor.

“The bishops were very grateful 
to the Holy Father for his continued 
care and leadership and for respond-
ing to the needs of the poor. They 
thanked him for particularly demon-
strating how close he is to the suffer-
ing and assured him that the money 
would be put to good use, just as it 
was intended,” Lungu said in the 
Aug 11 interview.

Lungu said the money, which will 
be shared equally among each of the 
11 dioceses in Zambia, would be 
used to help the poor, the homeless, 
widows, and other vulnerable groups 
regardless of their ethnic, political, or 
religious characteristics.

“Already, bishops in all the dio-
ceses have a list of the needy people 
who were drawn from parishes and 
small Christian communities,” said 
Lungu.

He explained that the help from 
the Vatican was timely, especially 
for the people of Zambia, who had 
been worse hit by the pandemic than 
many other countries in the region.

“The situation of Zambia during 
this pandemic is worse than many 
countries considering the fact that 
we are a landlocked country and we 
depend on other countries, especially 
our neighbours, for supplies,” Lungu 
said.

“When COVID-19 struck and 
a lockdown was declared in many 
countries, we were cut off from im-
portant supplies such as food and 
even medical supplies.”

Since the start of the lockdown 
in Zambia in March, the country 
has been grappling with a shortage 
of medical equipment and personal 
safety equipment such as face masks 
and sanitizer.

“The testing has not been effi-
cient because the country doesn’t 
have sufficient equipment,” he said, 
explaining that those who test posi-
tive for the virus are left to their own 
devices because they cannot afford 
medical expenses.

The country’s lockdown came just 
as Zambia’s economy was recover-
ing after suffering from floods that 
were preceded by one of the worst 
droughts the country had experi-
enced in decades. — CNA

HONG KONG: Msgr Francis Xavi-
er Jin Yangke (1958-) was officially 
installed as ordinary bishop of the 
Diocese of Ningbo (Zhejiang) Aug 
18, almost three years after the death 
in 2017 of the then bishop, Msgr 
Matthew Hu Xiande, who was very 
aged.

As he approached 80 years and 
was getting feebler, Bishop Hu felt 
compelled to ordain Jin as his coad-
jutor bishop, which he did it, quietly, 
on Nov 28, 2012. Upon Hu’s death, 
Msgr Jin succeeded him without 
much fanfare, not only as head of the 
Diocese, but also of the local branch 
of the Chinese Patriotic Catholic As-
sociation (CPCA).

The Council of Chinese Bishops 
finally agreed to his installation and 
the president of the Council, Msgr 
Joseph Ma Yinglin, led the ceremo-
ny that saw the participation of all 
the diocesan clergy and about 200 

believers.
This was the fifth official instal-

lation for ordinary diocesan bishops 
since the Vatican and China signed 
a provisional agreement on Sept 22, 
2018. Two more episcopal ordina-
tions took place in official communi-
ties, but some clarification is needed 
to avoid misunderstandings.

The ordination of Msgr Anthony 
Yao Shun (1965-) as bishop of Jin-
ing (Inner Mongolia), on Aug 26, 
2019, and Msgr Stephen Xu Hong-
wei (1975-) as bishop of Hanzhong 
(Shaanxi), on Aug 28, 2019, do not 
come under the Agreement, but had 
been in the making for a long time, 
under the separate auspices of the 
local community and the aged local 
bishop respectively.

Circumstances and reasons were 
different for the five other installa-
tions. Negotiations for the first, that 
of Msgr Peter Jin Lugang (1956-), 

who became bishop of Nanyang 
(Henan) on Jan 30, 2019, had been 
going on for more than four years 
and was part of a slow and tiring 
process involving eight unofficial 
priests in Nanyang, who were faced 
with the dilemma of registering or 
being sent away, thus leaving their 
churches without clergy.

Despite various appeals, they 
managed to find a practical solution 
on their own, including the official 
installation of Bishop Jin.

Two underground bishops – Msgr 
Peter Lin Jiashan (1934-) of Fuzhou 
(Fujian) and Msgr Paul Ma Cunguo 
(1971-) of Shuozhou (Shanxi) – 
were also officially installed. Bishop 
Lin had been hoping for a long time 
to be officially recognised as a “met-
ropolitan,” but he dithered over ask-
ing for Rome’s approval.

In the end, 86 years old and feeble, 
perhaps pushed by some priests with 
ulterior motives, Bishop Lin accept-
ed (June 9, 2020). Conversely, Bish-
op Ma did things calmly on  July 9, 
2020, with the cooperation of local 
authorities, to avoid further difficul-
ties to his pastoral ministry.

The other two installations are that 
of Msgr Peter Li Huiyuan (1965-) 
on June 22, 2020, who was ordained 
bishop in 2014 by Msgr Lucas Li 
Jingfeng, Bishop of Fengxiang 
(Shaanxi), and succeeded him in 
2017, and that of Msgr Jin Yangke 
of Ningbo. — By Sergio Ticozzi, 
AsiaNews

Recent episcopal installations not all the 
result of the Sino-Vatican Agreement

Pope Francis poses with bishops from South Africa during a meeting at the Vatican, 2014. (CNS file photo/L’Osservatore Romano)

VATICAN: Since many of the cel-
ebrations of the Our Lady of Loreto 
jubilee year were grounded because 
of the coronavirus pandemic, Pope 
Francis has extended the celebration 
to December 2021.

“In this difficult time for human-
ity, Holy Mother Church has gifted 
us another 12 months to start again 
from Christ, allowing ourselves to 
be accompanied by Mary, a sign of 
consolation and certain hope for all,” 
said Archbishop Fabio Dal Cin, the 
pontifical delegate for the Shrine of 
Our Lady of Loreto, Italy.

The jubilee year began Dec 8, 
2019, to mark the 100th anniversary 
of the declaration of Our Lady of Lo-
reto as the patron saint of aviation, 
aviators and air travellers. Accord-
ing to pious tradition, Mary’s house 
in Nazareth was flown by angels to 
Italy in 1294 after a brief stop in Yu-
goslavia.

Special pilgrimages and prayer 

services were scheduled for the Lore-
to shrine, but also at military air bases 
and in civilian airport chapels around 
the world. The jubilee celebrations 
were to conclude this year on the Dec 
10 feast of Our Lady of Loreto, but 
many of the events never took place.

In a decree extending the jubi-
lee, Cardinal Mauro Piacenza, head 
of the Apostolic Penitentiary, the 
Vatican office that promotes and 
regulates indulgences, said that the 
jubilee “unfortunately could not be 
celebrated to its full extent because 
of the COVID-19 epidemic.”

But, he said, “by special mandate 
of His Holiness Pope Francis,” the 
jubilee would be extended a year as 
would the possibility of receiving 
an indulgence for visiting the shrine 
at Loreto or a designated military 
or civilian airport chapel, going to 
confession, receiving Communion 
and praying for the intentions of the 
Pope. — CNS

Pope extends Loreto 
jubilee to 2021

Pope Francis prays before a statue of Our Lady of Loreto at the Sanctuary 
of the Holy House on the feast of the Annunciation in Loreto, Italy, March 
25, 2019. (CNS photo/Vatican Media via Reuters)

Msgr Francis Xavier Jin Yangke installed as ordinary bishop of the Diocese 
of Ningbo (Zhejiang). (Asianews photo)


